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HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY;,:'
Philosophers, as well as historians, worry about the question "\Vhat is history?" Numerous philosophical puzzles are produced by the work of the
historian. Not the least of these is the question of the nature of historical
knowledge as a unique type of human knowledge. For clearly what the
historian does in seeking for the nature and significance of the individual
concrete human events differs significantly from the kind of thing that
others do in other disciplines.
One central question is "What is the essence of an historical event?" vVe
can designate an area which is the proper concern of the historian. J\ilan is his
subject. But of course the study of man is common to many sciences. The
historian is concerned with man in a unique way. He is concerned with the
past acts of men. His concern with the acts of men is to grasp the truth about
these acts. History is the attempt in the present to grasp the truth about the
past, the human past.
But history is not mere chronicle. Chronicle, as Collingwood pointed out,
tells about the human past, but it tells the story of the past without connections, or with merely arbitrary connections. It sets out a list of events, events
which it does not connect to one another in a significant way. Sometimes
these events about which we have a chronicle are events concerning which
we have little knowledge beyond the simple fact that they have occurred.
History differs from chronicle in that it is a connected account of the
human past. The problem is to say what sort of connection it is that holds
between the events which constitute a history. Some historians have contended that the connections are imposed by the historian. vVithout doubt,
there is truth in this view. But if this were the truth about the connections
between events in history, it would not make sense to criticize historians for
falsifying connections, which we certainly do. The historian is a poor one
who imposes himself on history without adequate grounding in the data.
The connection must somehow be seen as within the events themselves.
The task of the historian is to unfold and rediscover the connected past
events by making clear the characters which make them historical rather than
simply natural events.
But what is it that connects historical events to each other? There are
many connections between events: temporal, spatial, physical, biological,
personal. And the historian is concerned with all of these connections at
points where they are relevant to his work. But such connections are not the
basic and controlling connections essential to history as history. If this were
so, then history would reduce to chronology, geometry, physics, biology,
sociology or some other discipline.
*The author, Dr. Herbert R. Reinelt, received his B.A. at the University of Washington, and his B.D., M.A., and Ph.D. from Yale. He is presently Assistant Professor of
Philosophy at the University of the Pacific.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
I\1T. DIABLO LINES[
By J. N. BowMAN
The Spanish-Mexican method of locating land in early California was based
on natural features (streams, shores, bays, hills, mountains); on neighboring
grant boundaries already established; on an area so determined within which
a grant was to be located; or on a well known and generally accepted location
of a piece of land with a known name. In the United States the Continental
Congress in I 78 5, after accepting the western lands of the colonies, adopted
the plan recommended by Jefferson's committee whereby all public land
offered for sale was to be surveyed in six-mile squares with section and
quarter section subdivisions, based on definitely established base lines. Eventually, this "rectangular system" of surveying public domain was extended to
the Pacific Coast. In California the base lines were to be determined by the
peaks of three mountains.
On June I 5, I 85 I, Samuel D. King, the first U. S. Surveyor-General for
California, arrived in San Francisco accompanied by Colonel Leander Ransom, a Connecticut Yankee long in the surveying service of the State of Ohio.
King's instructions included the early establishment of a base line with the
initial point on Mount Diablo ( 3849 feet) for the survey of the public domain
of the new state. Three weeks after his arrival instructions were issued to
Colonel Ransom on July 8 to establish the base point.
The Colonel gathered his equipment, provisions, hired three men and left
San Francisco by boat in the afternoon of July I I and arrived at Benicia in
the evening. At this army military depot he arranged with Major Allen of the
Quartermaster Corps, for horses, mules, vehicles, and hired two more men.
On Monday, July I4, they crossed the Bay in a small sail boat and ascended
a creek about eight miles, probably present Pacheco-Walnut Creek, to the
ranch house of "Bishop" 2 on the west side of the mountain. On Wednesday,
July I 6, they ascended the mountain (covered with wild oats to near the top)
about half way up as far as their teams could go; the stores and extra equipment they had left at the ranch house. The next day (with the temperature
at 100 ° in the shade) they climbed the peak on foot and at the east end of the
topmost ridge they found a "hay cock" rock formation in which they drilled
a hole six inches square and nine inches deep for a flag staff. But the peak
provided no "stick" for a staff, so they returned to their camp at 4 p.m.
At the ranch house a suitable staff was secured and on Friday, July I 8, they
ascended the peak with a horse and two mules, set the staff and took bearings
on three prominent points as witnesses. The flag staff was 28 feet high "vith a
flag nine by four feet made of red and white cotton. The staff was securely
wedged at the bottom and held upright by four "cords" fastened to its top
and to points of rock.
The sides of the mountain were too steep and precipitous for surveying,
II7
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so it was decided to run traverse lines in the valley I 2 miles from the peak.
The beginning point was selected about one mile east of the house of Jose M.
Amador 3 in what is now Dublin.'1 After waiting in vain for two days for
i\ilajor Allen to arrive with a team to transport the camp equipment and
supplies, a Mr. Norris 5 was hired to move the camp to the selected site. After
taking the compass variation, found to be I 5° 4 7' east, and waiting for the
clearing of bad weather and fog, they ran a line due east to a point due south
of the flag staff on the peak. From the post set at this point they ran due east
I 2 miles, passing near the home of Robert Livermore and across the roadway
running from San Francisco and San Jose to Stockton and the mines to the
east. From this corner they ran due north through rough terrain to a point
due east of the flag staff and found the compass variation to be the same as
the south station but found the due-east point to be 46 chains and 77 links
( 3646 feet) north of the I 2 mile point, meaning that the south station post
had been placed that distance too far south. During this part of the survey
one man became ill, one was sent for supplies and another quit the job, so
Ransom returned to San Francisco for extra men and supplies, and returned
after an absence of almost a week. On the 9th of August this eastern station
was reached and they erected a township corner post, then ran six miles due
west toward the mountain and set up township, section and quarter section
posts with appropriate witnesses. Returning to the east station they ran due
north about five miles to a point where the heavy brush and trees were such
that they "zig zagged" west, north and east to the northeast corner which
was six miles north of the east station; the rivers and the Bay prevented the
running of a I 2 -mile line on this side of the mountain. They ran due west,
passing near present Antioch and crossing the road to Dr. Marsh's 6 house,
and reached a point due north of the flag staff and found the compass variation to be I 5o 44' east. After the establishment of this point they ran west,
diagonally north and west, and then southerly between ridges, no doubt
through present vValnut Creek and passing near the house of "Mrs. Welch." 7
They reached a point due west of the flag staff where the compass variation
was found to be I 5o 59' east. After planting a quarter section post at this
point they ran a half mile farther west and erected a section post, marked
witness trees, and found this point to be nine miles from the flag staff.
In this manner the points were determined due north, south, east and west
of the staff and many of the permanent posts had been placed. The work had
taken longer than anticipated so it was decided to correct the location of the
post due south of the staff by placing it the distance north as had been determined at the east station. After a delay of two days due to the smoke from
the burning of the wild oats in the plain, they reached the south station, and
after correcting its location, setting a quarter section post to its east they
started for San Francisco where they arrived on September 2 and the parry
was disbanded.
In the 53 days' absence from San Fran cisco they had planted the staff on
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the mountain as the initial point, determined the cardinal points relative to
the staff, and planted some 93 township, section, and quarter section posts as
the beginning of the sectionalization of the public lands of the State.
The posts due south and east of the peak were at I 2-mile points from the
flag staff, the post due north was six miles distant from the staff, while the
post due west was nine miles distant, but they all served for the further
surveying of the State lands.
The terrain of the State was such that two additional base points were
established: for the south the Mount San Bernardino (I o,63o feet) base near
the "Camp of the Mormons" was established in I 852 and for the north the
Humboldt base on Mount Pierce (p78 feet) near present Scotia was established in I 853 . About 2o per cent of the northern part of the State was
surveyed on the basis of the Humboldt base line with the south line running
about two miles south of the 40 ° parallel along the south lines of Humboldt
and Trinity Counties, through the south part of Tehama, middle of Plumas,
north tip of Butte and the south tip of Lassen. About 30 per cent of the
southern part of the State was surveyed on the basis of the San Bernardino
base line with the north line running about six miles north of the 35° parallel
eastward to the San Bernardino base meridian which runs about five miles
east of the I I 7 ° meridian, and with it north to the State line, thus passing
through the southern part of San Luis Obispo County, the northern tip of
Santa Barbara, through the southern part of Kern to the northeast corner of
San Bernardino and thence north, cutting off the southeastern corner of
Inyo County.
The "rectangular system" of surveying was used in all continental United
States west of Ohio and Mississippi River and also Alabama, Mississippi and
Florida, but excluding Texas. California is the only State ·with its initial points
established on mountain peaks.
NOTES
r. For further details see Colonel Ransom's report to Surveyor-General King as
quoted in the Califomia Historical Society Quarterly, March 1955, and requoted in
Los Tulm·es, December 1957.
2. Perhaps W . R. Bishop who was a County Supervisor in 1855.
3· Jose Maria Amador, grantee in 1833 of the Rancho San Ramon, was one of the
earliest settlers in Contra Costa County. The site of his two-story adobe is near the
intersection of the old Stockton and the Amador Valley roads.
4· This was an arbitrary temporary location which would permit the surveying of
an easterly line within the valley.
5· Probably Leo Norris who was then the owner of the northerly section of the San
Ramon Rancho.
6. The two-story stone house of Dr. John Marsh is a landmark in eastern Contra
Costa County. His Rancho Los Meganos extended along the left bank of the San Joaquin River.
7. The widow of William Welch, owner of Las Juntas Rancho. The house was near
vValnut Creek.

AJAX, THE KAWEAH COLONY
TRACTION ENGINE
By

HAROLD

G.

ScHUTT*

In the mid- I 88o's the Kaweah Colony was organized by a group of San
Franciscans using the socialist theories expressed in The Cooperative Com.monwealth by Lawrence Gronlund. From I 886 to 1892 Kaweah attracted
international attention and many settlers came to California hoping for a
Utopia that did not materialize.
The founding fathers chose lumbering as the industry to which the colony
would devote its efforts and they filed on lands in the Sierra east of Visalia.
From the very beginning the colonists had trouble in establishing their claims,
but with faith that eventually all would work out, they built about fifteen
miles of excellent mountain road to reach the pines suitable for cutting. In the
same year that the road reached the timber, Sequoia National Park was established and the plans of the colonists were blighted.
But this is not the story of the Kaweah Colony with its aspirations and
difficulties. Our subject is Ajax, the steam traction engine that furnished
power for the sawmill that the colony operated for a few months in I 89o.
Irvin Barnard was a farmer in Ventura County who owned an Ajax steam
tractor, made by A. B. Farquhar of York, Pennsylvania. Legend is that the
tractor was so heavy that it frequently got stuck in the bean fields. Probably
about I 888, Barnard with other Ventura families, joined the Kaweah Colony.
Memberships cost five hundred dollars, only a part of which needed to be
paid in cash. The balance could be paid in animals, equipment, or worked out.
Barnard apparently did not trade in his tractor on the membership because
he retained the engine when the colony broke up. Every so often some item
pops up about this engine and since there is usually no date it is difficult to
put them in chronological order.
A newspaper clipping, unfortunately not identified, says, "When crossing
a stream in the mountains the engine went through the bridge, remaining in
the water about three weeks." Mr. A. E. Redstone, shown at the right in the
picture of the engine in the water, wrote the author in I 9 57: "I came to the
colony at Advance in I 886 when I was I 6 years old, and worked in the
colony until it broke up. I had 7 or 8 hundred dollars in time checks. I do not
know what ever became of them ...
"We went do·wn ::md helped Barnard get the engine out of the South Fork
of the Kaweah River which we did with the aid of a six-horse team. Barnard
then built a ferry (current propelled) and took the engine across the main
river and on up the old colony road to the lumber mill. In the first attempt
the cable broke and the whole outfit went downstream. It was rescued and
*Director of Publications, Conference of California Historical Societies; Editor,
Los Tulm·es; formerl y Superintendent Lindsay Ripe Olive Company.
I20
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successfully carried across. This ferry was used by the colony until the bridge
was built about a year later."
Mr. Redstone is still living at San Luis Obispo. Mr. Frank Hengst has also
confirmed that this engine was used at the mill and a picture of the engine
at the sawmill is printed in the December, I962, Sierra Club Bulletin, in the
article "Giant Forest's Reservation" by Oscar Berland.
As indicated above, the mill, the site of which is indicated by the Colony
Mill Ranger Station in Sequoia National Park, operated for only a short time
before the park \Vas authorized by Congress in I 890.
The mill started in June of that year. It had a theoretical capacity of three
thousand board feet per day but after three months only twenty thousand
board feet had been sawed. Contrary to popular belief, no "Big Trees" vvere
cut by the colonists. As a matter of fact, there are no Sequoias in this part of
the park. Giant Forest, however, was included in the claims filed by the
colonists.
'r\' ith establishment of the Park, the trustees of the colony were brought
to trial for illegal cutting of timber on government land. The notoriety of
the trial disillusioned many of the members of the colony, particularly the
non-resident members who were making payments on memberships. These
funds were sustaining the colony for, as yet, there was no income from
operations. It was the beginning of the end.

A JAX ENGINE

Portion of advertisement in American Agriculturist, June, 1885
Courtesy of H. Hal H iggim

vVith the closing of their own mill, the colonists leased a mill on the
Mineral King road at a place still called Atwell's Mill. Although it was within
the park boundaries it was on patented land. They were harrassed by park
authorities, but were permitted to operate. However it was not successful.
Since there was a steam engine at the leased mill, Barnard's Ajax was not
needed and it was probably at this time that he set up a small sawmill on the
South Fork near its junction with the main Kaweah River. He had a planer
and shingle mill at this location.
The late Smith Dungan of Exeter provided us with the following bit of
information. In I 89 5, Barnard sold his machinery to Mrs. Adalle Curtis, who
lived a couple of miles up the South Fork and wanted to cut some ald er
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timber for lumber. Mr. Dungan said, "My brothers, A. C. and Mac, Ben
Southward, and I set up the equipment and operated it for several months.
The quality of the lumber was very poor with the result that the venture was
a failure financially." Mr. Dungan said that the engine was rated at ten horsepower and that it was a very reliable machine. He also recalled that Mr.
Barnard was a very capable mechanic.
A few years pass and we learn that the engine was purchased by J. W.
Kyle. In 1900 he vvas working at the Enterprize Mill near Mountain Home.
This is at the headwaters of Bear Creek, a tributary of the North Tule River.
This mill was cutting timber that included a magnificent stand of Big Trees.
He attempted to drive the machine up the very steep Frazier grade. This was
the first road into the Mountain Home area and although the road is still
passable it is no longer maintained as a public road. At the steepest part of
the grade a key came loose on a shaft, or a part broke. Since the brake was on
the engine flywheel there was nothing to keep the tractor from rolling backward. It rolled off the road and tumbled and rolled several hundred feet down
the mountain side toward Coburn's Dump where lumber was discharged
from the end of the flume from Coburn's Mill.

THROUGH THE BRIDGE

Courtesy of Ventura County Historical Society

The late Chester Doyle of Porterville, whose father was a pioneer in this
part of the mountains, and who had himself worked in the woods, told an
interesting feature of this ill-fated trip. Doyle's brother-in-law, Jack IvlcFadden, whose father was manager of the Enterprize Mill and who worked there
himself, was riding in a buggy that was being pulled up the mountain by the
traction engine. vVhen the accident occurred, McFadden was thrown from

THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN

123

the buggy into a gulley at the side of the road. The tractor rolled right over
him on it's way down toward Bear Creek, but he was not injured at all.
Doyle said that the boiler may have been recovered, but he did not believe
that there was any other salvage except junk.
Mr. A . D. Bequette of Visalia recalls that he was working in the woods at
the Enterprize Mill ·w hen Kyle was engineer there. "\i\1 e looked at the wreck
of the engine every time we went up or down the road."
Mr. J. E. Bace, who has a fine apple orchard on this old road, has looked
for the remains of the engine. Apparently, the larger pieces have been collected as scrap iron, but he has found small pieces of broken iron in the area.
Mr. F. Hal Higgins at the library of the University of California, Davis,
has furnished tear sheets of the Farquhar advertisements. One of the predecessors of the Oliver Company bought the Farquhar Company. Good illustrations of the Ajax models of this period are shown in Floyd Clymer's
Album of Steam Traction Engines, No. z together with reproductions of the
Farquhar catalog of specifications. The Ajax was made in four sizes from
eight to fourteen horsepower. Number 2, ten horsepower, had a steam cylinder of six and one-half inches diameter by nine inches stroke. The boiler
waist diameter was twenty-eight inches, with thirty-seven two-inch tubes
fifty-eight inches long. The fire box was thirty-four by twenty-three by
twenty-nine inches. The smoke stack was ten inches in diameter by four
feet long. The flywheel was thirty-four inches in diameter by seven and
one-half inches face and was to operate at two hundred and seventy-five
revolutions per minute. Boiler pressure was set at the factory at one hundred
fifteen pounds. The traction wheels were sixty-eight inches in diameter with
a ten-inch face. The price, complete with the needed fittings and tools,
including a tongue for horses, was thirteen hundred and fifty dollars, f.o.b.
York, Pennsylvania. Of course, if you wanted the canopy over the engine,
there \-vas an extra charge of fifteen dollars. The engine would use about four
hundred pounds of coal for a day's steaming and ten or twelve barrels of
water. Probably our Ajax had to be satisfied with slash lumber for fuel.
Thus another chapter was written in the long, uncertain, and often fantastic history of the traction engine.

JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE FROM
BALTIMORE TO SAN FRANCISCO
By RoBERT GoRDON
1849

Edited and Annotated by
REGINALD R. STUART, and GRACE D. STUART
PART V
September 14th, r849-Landed in San Francisco, and pitched our tent on a
hill in the centre of what is expected to be one of the principal streets of this
far-famed City. To persons accustomed to city life it must appear to be a
strange place to select for pitching our Tent. But in explanation let me say,
that to clear away the chapparal which till then held undisputed possession
of the place, cost the writer considerable labor.
The City is of a non-descript character, like no place in the world but
itself. It is composed of the most heterogenious materials, both of population
and habitations. The former is a collection of representatives from all parts of
the world, and their habitations, are Tents or Frame-houses with canvass, or
calico walls and roofs to ·w hich may be added a few adobies, all apparently
designed to afford the least possible comfort. The Bay is crowded with
shipping. Many of the latter is appropriated as stores, and boarding-houses,
and in most cases are superior in accommodations to places intended for the
same purposes on shore. Emigrant vessels on their arrival in this port, are
immediately deserted by their crowd who forthwith shape their course for
the mines. In consequence of the crew of our ship having deserted, and the
difficulty of obtaining men to work in their place, the freight of "The Xylon"
could not be got discharged for weeks, and many of the passengers who had
freight aboard thought better to sell or consign at a sacrifice, rather than
delay any longer in following up the object of our expeditions which was
every day becoming more important to us as the Rainy season was fast
approaching. Accordingly after having provided a nevv supply of necessaries,
and selling or destroying many useful articles, which at the extraordinary
high rates, were not worth paying storage on nor freight to the mines. vVe
each stored a Trunk of our-24th.- best clothes, and paid $ r4 each as fare,
besides $2 5 per cwt. for freight and got aboard "The Schooner Jas. L. Day,"
which in conjunction with the "Steamer Sacramento," was bound to take us
to Sacramento City.
25th. At r r Yz A .M . weighed anchor, and after a pleasant passage, in the
course of which we enjoyed an agreeable review of The Bay Scenery with
its numerous islands and inlets, we passed Benecia, with its few lonely houses,
124
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which brings to the mind of the beholder the idea of a futile attempt at establishing a Town in a desert.
By 6 Yz P.J\11. we arrived at another mushroom city named New York,
where we found the steamer awaiting us, and after considerable bustle -in
transfarring the freight and passengers from one vessel to the other, in the
dark, we found that we were to remain at anchor till morning. Consequently
we who had not the good fortune of securing a cabin passage, had to stow
ourselves away for the night with a number of others, amongst a pile of
baggage on the Steamers Deck, and there amid the T ules and swamps, that
environ the mouth of the Sacramento, with wind unparalleled for piercing
coldness, howling over the neighbouring waste, and sweeping the deck of
the steamer I spent the first night I ever slept in the open air. It was such a one
as is not soon forgotten!
26th. Steamed slowly up the Sacramento, which is a beautiful meandering
water, and when its navaigable resourses become better known to the enterprising race ·w hich now are crowding to this country, must doubtless prove
a very commodious medium of intercourse between San Francisco and the
intensive and fertile tract of country which skirt its banks. At 5 o'clock P.J\11.
arrived at Sacramento City, which apparently is the most thriving of any of
the newly established settlements, vvhich in this country so boldly aspire to
the title of cities- it is at the head of navigation for heavy vessels, and must
evidently be the miners' rendezvous here amongst the heavy timber which
yet hold possession of the place we pitched our tent for the night.
27th. After much searching, and disappointment we procured an OxTeam to take our Baggage to a point on the North Fork of The American
River, a distance of about 65 miles, for which we had to pay twenty-dollars
a hundred, we left Sacramento City at 7 o'clock P.J\11. and came to the Ford
of The American Fork, which is about 3 miles hom the City. Here we
encamped for the night, and slept amongst the rank unwholesome vegetation
of the River Flats.
28th. Forded the River at I I o'clock A.M. and entered on a parched prairie
of ten miles across. The day being very sultry we suffered the torments of
thirst all the way by 5 P.M. arrived at The Blue Tent. "where accommodations were proportionally Blue, here we thought proper to remain for the
night.
29th. Started at 7 Yz A.M. and entered on another prairie, or rather a continuation of the one we were travelling over yesterday. In the afternoon our
road led through a country which presented a more diversified surface,
rolling hills, light sandy soil, and some variety of wood. Encamped at a Tent
23 miles distant from the Blue Tent, named "The Miners' Hotel."
3oth Sunday. Our Oxen strayed away last night, so that we could not find
them all day. Consequently had to make a virtue of necessity, and keep the
sabbath, in these solitudes which though enjoying rest for thousands of years,

126

THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN

have "ne'er heard the sound of the summoning Bell, nor smiled when a sabbath appeared."
Oct. rst. Left "The Miners Hotel" by 7 A.M. passed through Auburn Dry
Diggings, which at this time of year is so "Dry," that the miners have to carry
water a mile to cook their victuals. Halted at a spring 4 miles beyond it, and
encamped for the night.- day's journey 17 miles.
md. This morning one of the party who had been complaining of indisposition, took it in head to return to Sacramento.
The \iVaggon-trail today led over a mountainous, and thickly wooded
country, there appears to be quite a scarcity of the larger game; we have seen
only small birds, squirrels, a few hares, and kiotas, or prairie wolves, some
of our party say they saw a grey or grizzley Bear. At sunset we arrived on
the mountain or Canon-top, from this point we had a birds eye view of the
North Fork, which from our elevation appeared only "a creeping stream."
Here our Teamster left us to get down as best we could as the waggon could
not attempt it with safety. Here we encamped for the night, and sent two of
our party down for a bucket of \Vater, they did not return for the space of
three hours, which caused us no small uneasiness, as we feared they had lost
their vvay in the dark. vVe afterwards found what we mistook for an ordinary
steep hill, to be a precipitous descent of a mile.
3fd. We awoke early this morning, and commenced preparations for descending the Canon by cutting down boughs, tying our baggage on to them,
yoking ourselves too, and hauling like so many oxen, when after a couple of
hours hard pulling we reached the River, where we chose a cite for our Tent,
pitched it, and made our temporary home as comfortable as circumstances
would admit. \iV e now find that many of our necessaries which we cannot use
while in this place must be left in it, as it is beyond human strength to take
them up the mountains again. - - - But before we commence "Gold hunting"
let us review the time spent on the pilgrimage to "the hunting ground." It is
exactly eight months this morning since we went on board "The Ship Xylon"
bound on this expedition, and only now arrived at the place of our destination!! I hope in future to have a more profitable employment than keeping
these useless notes.
This place is named Barnes' Barr, the river is fordable at this point at this
season of the year. The encampment consists of 2 5 Tents with migrating population of about r 2 5 persons, who probably average six or eight dollars a day,
by gold digging along the river, and procure their supplies from three stores
in this place, which extort whatever prices they like, as there is no other means
of providing necessaries available.
2 rst. Sunday. During the last three weeks our party has been trying their
luck at gold digging, we purchased two gold washers, and two men works at
each washer. In this way we can make about seven dollars each man, per day.
Sometimes more, and sometimes less.
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Rain has fallen in considerable quantities, the two first nights of the past
week, and frost was perceptable the last two mornings. The nights are becoming more cool, and the mid-day heat less intense. vVe can work pleasantly
now all the day. Mr. Gunn has been so indisposed that he had to refrain from
work last week.
Today we witnessed the unusual spectacle of an auction on Sunday. One
of the storekeepers' who is about leaving has taken advantage of the idle day
amongst the miners', to dispose of his effects.
28 . Sunday. Last week Mr. Price and I have been to work about six miles
up the River, at a place that we found to prospect very well, the first day that
we wrought -vve took out fifteen dollars and forty cents worth of "Dust" to
each man in about six hours work, but the remainder of the weeks pay was no
better than usual. \iV e slept under a live oak, whose huge limbs and close foliage afforded the only shelter from the chilling dews of the night, and though
the moon beamed placidly upon our rough couch, yet could not her soothing
rays dispel ourapprehensions respecting a party of Indians. whose dark figures we could distinctly see grouped and passing before their camp-fires on
the side of the opposite mountain from the dark back-ground of which they
stood forth in fearfully bold relief and considering the lonliness of our position, being only six in number sleeping under an Oak, isolated from the encampment, and without arms, we felt our desire of returning to the encampment grow stronger every hour. Came into camp yesterday evening. Mr.
Gunn who had been unwell the week before last was so far convalescent on
Monday as to be able to resume his work
4th of November. Sunday-The past week affords two incidents which I
must note, as they affect our operation. The first is one which lessens our
small party, by the departure of Mr. Gunn, who has been ailing for some time
past, and now finds it necessary to go to Sacramento or San Francisco for the
purpose of obtaining medical aid. On Friday he left us, Mr. Price accompanying him for the double purpose of taking care of him by the way, and also to
settle some company affairs in San Francisco. The second thing which concerns us, is the heavy rains which has set in the last two days, rendering it impossible to put our heads out of our Tents. Much less to dig gold, as the river
is become so swoolen that to work is impracticable, even if the weather was
fine. The conditions of many along this river is truly pitiable, their light summer tents, have been but a very inadequate shelter from the incessant, and
drenching rain, and many of these frail tenements have been blown down by
the violent gusts of wind which sweeps along the river or uptorn by the torrents from the mountain, in the latter cases there is always a concommitant
loss of property to the inmates. Barrels of provisions, boxes of clothing, etc.
are carried off on the tempetuous element, to the river in whose greedy and
rapid tide all is lost. But those (and they are many) who sleep in the open air,
far from even the covering of a Tent, must be in a miserable plight.
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I I th. \iV e've had indisputable evidence of the presence of the Rainy season. Last week, the early part of which rained incessantly, rendering our time
very disagreeable as we were confined to our tents, the best of which, proved
but a poor substitute for a house-many an attempt at kindling camp-fires to
dry our clothes and cook our victuals has been frustrated, by "the pelting of
the pitiless storm" - - - There are some cases of sickness in our encampment.
They are generally fever and ague, and scurvy and the wonder is, that they
are so few, when we think of the hardships of privations and exposure which
many have to endure who have been accustomed to live delicately in the cities
of the U. States.
On Tuesday night, or rather \iVednesday morning a dreadful Tornado
swept the valley, uptearing giant oaks, and leaving other fearful traces of its
course. Its roaring up the ravines and mountain gorges was terrific. Thank
Providence our little camp escaped its ravages-The last few days vve had to
ford the river going to work, as the dams, and temporary bridges have been
carried off by the freshet and we have not been able to make more than five
or six dollars a man each day until yesterday, when 1\llr. Laughlin and I went
to work at I I o'clock A .M. in the rain, and made till night $46.6o between us.
This has been decidedly the best wages any of us made since -vve came to the
mines. This day is fine, but there are indications of more rain. I wish we were
in better winter diggings, but we cannot consistently move from here until
Mr. Price returns from San Francisco, but the worst of it is, that we dont
know where to go for the best, so conflicting and contradictory are the reports from the other parts of the mines while I'm writing, Mr. Laughlin is
killing a Rattlesnake in the dusk, so I must away to his assistance-Snakey had
ten rattles to his tail.
I 8th. Sunday is not distinguished from any other day, except that the most
of the miners leave off digging on that day and go to the stores for their weeks
provisions, wash their clothes, etc. There is no variety in these stores, nothing
but Bacon and Flour. The former at $I. 25 and the latter at sixty cents per lb.
25. This day we are on our march from Barnes Barr. \ iV e started on yesterday. Mr. Price returned from San Francisco on Friday so with his assistance
we have undertaken to carry most of our moveables which we find to be a
very tedious and laborious task. This evening while on our journey we were
almost surprised by a hunting party of Snake or Root-digger Indians, who
surrounded our small party and but for the determined front which we kept
towards them, there was every reason to apprehend a serious result. By prudent management we succeeded in getting the savages shook off our line of
march.
27th. Arrived in Auburn Dry Diggings-Encamped on the side of one of
the numerous swelling hills which environ the little settlement of Auburn.
December 9th. \iV e have got our little house completed. Messrs. Price and
Taylor left here on the Ist inst. for San Francisco. Our party consists at pres-
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ent of Messrs Laughlin, Cooper and myself. vVe have purchased provisions'
for three or four months, at the following rates flour $78 per cwt. Pork $roo,
other things in proportion. Retail price ranges about $25 cent higher. Prospects are rather dull for digging gold though we hope to be able to cover
expenses by the opening of the spring.
16. The last four days has rained incessantly, preceeded by a fierce hurricane. I had the bad fortune to set out for Sac. City, for a load of provisions, on
the last day of the fair weather, and consequently experienced a most disagreeable time on my journey. One day especially, I shall not soon forget,
from the singular kind of weather which we had: It was a dreadful Rainy and
vVindy forenoon, about noon a frightful thunderstorm came on, which was
followed by a constant and heavy snow, which lasted till sunset, at which
time vve had a clear western horizon, ,;~,· hen the orb of day sent forth a party
smile, which we welcomed ·with the assurance of hope that he would accompany us more kindly on the morrows journey.
Today it was my painful duty to assist at the internment of an old shipmate. Mr. Detwyller of Balt. who died rather suddenly this morning. It was
heart sickening to witness his obsequies without a friend to drop one sympathetic tear, for his departure or pity his absent and unconscious widow. His
funeral consisted of a few neighbouring miners, and three or four acquaintances who carried him, sewed up in his blankets, to a rude grave in the hillside adjoining his cabin there without eulogy or inscription, we deposited his
remains, alongside those of another Baltimorian. There could not be so much
as a coffin procured in this miserable place, and as for a clergyman, there was
none required, even if they were within reach, for it is to be feared that as he
lived, he also died- a Disbeliever in Christianity. Owing probably to this fact,
and the great mortality amongst the miners at present aided, perhaps, by the
wet, and inclement weather, the little company of strangers brought thus together by the common call of humanity, evinced a degree of dejection or
depression of spirits almost amounting to despondency. There is a young
man named Hammond residing in Mr. D's Tent, who is now delirious, from
an attack of nervous fever. There is many complaining of Dysentery, and
many cases likely to terminate fatally in this settlement.
3oth. The weather during the last nvo weeks has been fine except some
slight rain and fog. The health of the settlement is much improved, though
there has been some deaths lately. In our own little company, there are symptoms of scurvy. Mr. Laughlin has been ailing for some time, and the disease
is making its appearance in me also. Mining is attended with but very poor
compensation at present in these diggings.
Our Christmas was the most lonely that ever any of us spent. Nothing to
distinguish the festival in Auburn except a little less work than on other days.
A few more fire-arms discharged with perhaps an extra-glass taken by some
in the village--- as our present circumstances afford but little social gratifi-
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cation, the greatest luxury of the day, and the one in which I indulged most,
was the feast of memory'
Januaryr 8 so--In the course of the past month we had all sorts of weather, but generally
such as characterise winter-snow, rain, frost, thaw and sunshine. Mining
operations are attended with but poor success. Another young man of my
acquaintance died in the early part of the month. But the settlement may
now be said to be healthy.
February wth. From the indications of the weather and the appearance of
the landscape I am of opinion the spring is opening fast. The hills are beginning to look green, though not so much by grass, as other herbage. The
weather is clear and tempered, though from every rising ground about the
settlement we can see the Ridges of The Coast-range-4. The Sierra Nevada,
wearing their winter covering of snow.
A lucky fellow "found a chunk" last week in one of the neighbouring
Ravines, It weighed 16lbs; four of which was quartz.
17th. Many of the miners who wintered here have left for the Rivers in
the course of the past week. lVlessrs P.rice and Gunn, who left us to seek more
comfortable winter quarters in Sanfrancisco, returned to this place on yesterday.
24th. vVe had another fall of Rain in the early part of last week. The
nights are generally cold, vvith light frost. The few miners who yet remain
about Auburn can make but very small wages. They have an election today
(Sunday) for Alcalde and Sheriff, as the Gent. who performed the duties of
the former, has left for the mines.
3fd March. The only thing to be remarked for the past week, is the falling
of heavy rain, and sleet all the time.
1oth Sunday. The weather pas again cleared up, and though we had but
four working days of good weather, we had such good success in mining that
we averaged upwards of an ounce a day for every day in the week. This has
been the best weeks' wages we made since we came to the mines. On yesterday I found a piece weighing 1 oz. 17 dwts. besides making $24, 6 5 with the
washer.
25th. The weather latterly has been cloudy with some rainy days. Mining
prospects very dull. Thousands of new arrivals crowd the already dug-out
ravines in the locality, and many of them curse their stars when they find
their disappointment.
April 7th. Rainy weather. Cleared about fifty dollars last week.
14th. The weather during the past week has been very warm, and little
doing at mining, except by a few companies, of the latter we might count
ourselves one, as when we came to divide the weeks' income I found my
share to be $ 130.
21st. The most remarkable occurences of the week has been the hostilities
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between the Indians and the miners, which has originated in the thefts of the
Indians, they having for some time past been in the habit of stealing oxen and
mules from the miners, who, having on different occasions gone in search of
their cattle, and not returned, which led men to suppose they have been murdered by the Indians which supposition has rec. confirmation from the fact
that one of the missing men have been found dead lately with two arrovvs
shot through him. Since then, seven Indians have been shot by the whites,
and three of the latter by the Indians. They have been seen today in the immediate vicinity of the village which causes much apprehensions amongst the
miners. Our pay for the week ammounted to $76 a piece besides our expenses.
28th. Illinois Town. \iVe came from Auburn to this place on Friday last.
Went over and prospected on the North Fork of the American on Saturday.
The prospects being unpromising we have determined on iVlonday to proceed
to Deer Creek- if we can procure pack mules. We came from Auburn here
by Mule-Team but the road from this to Deer Creek being impassable for a
waggon we must change our mode of conveyance.
This place can boast of only six log houses all of which are stores and a few
tents. The stores are doing a very small business as the few travellers who
pass this way are insufficient for their support and there is no digging of any
account in the vicinity.
The cite of Illinois Town might be called a valley on the mountaintops,
distant from Bear River three miles, from The North Fork of the American
River, about two, and from Auburn twenty-two miles.
lVIay sth. Sunday. Came to Deer Creek on Monday last, a distance of
about I 7 miles from Illinois Town. The road led through a heavily timbered
Country. The settlement of Deer Creek (or the City of Sierra Nevada as it is
styled by some,) contained about five thousand of floating populations generally miners, many of whom have incredibly good success. Instead of taking
out an ounce a day as in other places would be counted good wages here
there are some who do not consider they are doing well except they make a
pound each day. Comparatively speaking they are few who are doing so well,
but in general I think these are the richest parts I have seen yet from the number of persons who crowd here. It is very difficult to find a rich claim unoccupied. There are many offered for sale but the prices are so very high that
few sales are effected. One of my acquaintances was this day offered $I 6,ooo
for a claim that he bought for $7,500. He would not sell for less than $20,ooo.
Operations are carried on differently here from what they are in other parts
of the mines. Here they sink shafts in the hill-sides and mine underneath;
while in other places they wash from the surface. \iVe have made nothing
here yet, not being able to find a suitable location. Eight of us in company
spent the last two days sinking a shaft to test the value of a lead to which we
lay claim. \iVe penetrated eighteen feet, but from the spuey nature of the
place had to relinquish it before we could test it satisfactorilly.
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r 2th. Bear River. At the solicitations of a company with whom we were
acquaint, we came to this place for the purpose of assisting them to turn this
river out of its bed and now that we are here we are as bad as ever, for some
of the leaders of the project backed out when they seen the place. We have
a party up in the mountains and are only awaiting their report, when we shall
make another move.
19th. The men of our Company who had been on a prospecting expedition returned with favourable reports. They explored the South Yuba as far
as the snow were passable and laid claim to some Barrs on the river, which
they think necessary to have men on to prevent others from taking possession.
Mr. Gunn and the writer were appointed to go up and see to the claims. vVe
started with a pack mule, some provisions, tools, tent, etc., travelled the emigrant route, stopped first night two miles north of "Steep Hollow." distance
r r miles.
Next morning packed up early, travelled as far as "the Mule Springs,"
which being the only place between where vve stopped last night and "Ben
Valley" that grass can be found for miles. We rested our animal for two or
three hours, started again at r o'clock P.M. and with hard travelling made
"Bear Valley" by Sunset. Here we encamp for the present. Bear Valley (or
that part of this valley which receives the name) is about two miles long, and
half-a-mile broad, running about N. East and S. vVest and walled in by two
parallel ridges of mountain. The numerous streams which fertilise this rich
flat, are the sources of Bear River. At the head of the valley, "the Emigrant,"
or "overland, route" from the United States, enters from the N. East by a
precipitous, and dangerous pass, distant from the crossing of the Sierra Nevada 25 miles. From this point vve are distant from the "North Fork of the
American River on the East about four or five miles, From the South Yuba
to the West, a mile and a half; from Illinois Town 34 miles; Sacramento City
roo; and from San Francisco about 300 miles.- June r8sorst. vVe have now lost nearly three weeks, and cannot get a prospect that
would justify us in remaining by our claims on the South Yuba.
9th Sunday. vVe are encamped today on the middle Yuba; having left
Bear Valley to proceed to the North Yuba, and made this far in five days; a
distance which we might have travelled in three, had we not been delayed by
an ox-cart and two yoke of oxen which we brought this far over this exceedingly rough country. We have taken it over mountains where no wheeled
vehicle ever went, and which was supposed to be impossible for such a conveyance. Here we sell the oxen and leave the cart as it is almost impossible
to make them haul our stuff any farther.
r6th. On Monday last we came to the North Yuba, at place named Goodyears' Barr. T eusday four of the party went up the river as far as "The
Forks" which is six miles from the above Bar, a part of our company also
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proceeded down the River, both parties in search of claim which neither of
them could find as the few places where wages could be made are all located .
In consequence of some rumours concerning a rich mine in the mountains
the party of which I am one thought it advisable that two of their number
should go out in search of it with a company which are forming for that purpose at the Forks. I have been chosen as one of the explorers and am now in
the mountains about fifty miles East of The Forks of the North Yuba, and in
the midst of that 1\!lountainous tract of country which compose part of the
Sierra Nevada Ridge. This day we discovered what our Pilot supposed to be
the landmarks which indicate the location of the "Gold Lake," and to add to
our disappointment, we found a Lake having the required bearings, and of
the same description of the one sought for, in every respect-Gold excepted2 3fd. Returning from the mountains without being able to discover the
rich lake.
3oth. In camp on Goodyears' Bar, our party has not been able to find a
place to dig gold in consequence of the waters of the River being so highours is no singular case, as almost everyone else are in the same fix in this part
of the mines.
4th of July. Our party are spending the day at "The Forks" which is now
becoming a considerable Town. The most remarkable occurrence of the day
was the inflicting (by Lynch Law) of 40 lashes on the bare-back of a man
who had stabbed another in a gambling house.
7th Sunday. Still rambling in search of good diggings, on our vvay to Nelson's Creek.
I 4th. In the mountains at the head of the middle fork of Feather River, we
explored Nelson Creek, could find few rich streaks on it, and these claimed
and located. We have now explored this river nearly to its source, and find
the farther we go up the poorer it is.
2 I st. \i\1 e are at length located on a claim which I discovered on Nelson
Creek about a mile from its junction with the middle Fork of Feather River,
it prospects very well, and we have all preparations made to work it on
tomorrow.
A man got his scull stove in on yesterday in a scuffle about a claim down
stream. He died in consequence of the "\vound.
Sunday July 28th, I 8 50. During last week my partner and myself brought
on our claims and took out $46 5.6o. This has been decidedly the best weeks
wages since we came to the mines. It is time \Vt should make a little as we
spent the last three months travelling about in search of diggings and consequently spending money all the time.
August the 4th. Last week we wrought hard, but could not equal the previous weeks wages, nevertheless we made $ I 50 a piece. There are more new
rumours of incredibly rich diggings on North Feather River and on yesterday we bought a mule at $ I 50 which we lent an acquaintance to go and see,
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on conditions that if he would lay claim for himself he would do so for us
also and return with the mule.
I Ith. Nothing remarkable, except we count another move which we are
about to make as being worthy of note. Our claim did not seem likely to pay
much in future, so -vve sold it for $ I oo yesterday morning on conditions that
we work till night on it, and contrary to our expectations we took out 7 oz.
I I dwts, 04 grs. -equal to $ I 20.9 3.; thought during the preceeding part of
the week we could hardly average an ounce per diem. Our friend has returned from Feather River with very favourable reports of his mission.
I 8th. On Monday, we left Nelson Creek for the South Branch of theN orth
Fork ofF eather River arrived at The Volcanic Bar on the latter, on vV ednesday. Since then, we have proved our new claims and find them worthless;
though the adjoining ones are extraordinarily rich. vVe then joined with another company and damed the Creek which when dried was not worth a
working.
2sth. Spent last week in the laborious and fruitless pursuit of new digging
in the mountains. There is no hope of doing anything in this place though
there are some who are making their fortunes rapidly here. But the only spot
that is rich is claimed and a working by two or three companies to the exclusion of all others. Tomorrow morning we must commence a retreat as we
think we have got too far up in the mountains.
September the 8th. Nelson Creek-- As we could find no claim by prospecting we thought the best course to adopt was to buy our old claim which
we did for $8o. We commenced working on \Nednesday, and by Saturday
night had the expenses of the claim made up and an ounce a day clear to
each of us.
I 5th. Nothing so remarkable as the commencement of the rains in the
early part of the week.
22nd. The weather continues very disagreeable, rain has fallen in considerable quantities at intervals during the past week which has greatly impeded
the mining operations on the Creek and River, and caused many of the miners to leave.
29th. Sunday-The weather is clear and fine again, but much colder. \iV e
have frost every night. The greater part of the miners have left the Creek and
gone south in search of a more temperate climate. Several companies intend
to winter here, and are building their Log houses. We intend to leave on the
morrow.
October 6th. Encamped on Poor-mans' Creek ten miles south of Nelsons
Creek. Spent all week testing claims, but could find none to suit us. I am on
the sick list today by dysentery.
Last week we had a considerable fall of Snow and rain. It is supposed by
the miners that the winter is set in in the mountains. Most of them are leaving for the lower digging and we amongst the rest, are this evening arrived in
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"grass valley," thirteen miles from Poor-mans' Creek on our way do"\vn.
Sunday wth. Came in this morning to "The Rough and Ready" having
travelled all last week, except Ivlonday on which day we had to lie by in
Grass Valley, in consequence of a dreadful storm of Rain, Sleet, hail and
Snow, which swept over the mountains rendering travelling impossible.
Since then we visited "Tolls' diggings," both branches of a creek named
"The Horn Cut." also Dry Creek. In none of these places did we think
proper to winter. And in the place which is becoming quite a town there is
very little prospect of making money. Though we spent considerable of our
time prospecting last week, we travelled about one hundred and fifty or sixty
miles.
Sunday, Oct. 27th. Auburn-Came here on Friday, where we find mining
operations as dull as anywhere else. There is nothing a doing here yet at mining as the ravines are dry. It seems they had none of the winter weather here
which drove us from the mountains. There are a number of persons building
their winter houses here. My partner lVJr. Laughlin starts for his home in the
U . S. tomorrow.
Sunday, Nov. 3rd. On the morning of Monday last left Auburn for Sacramento in company with Mr. Laughlin who is en route home. Parted with
him on Tuesday and returned to Auburn on vVednesday having performed
the trip in a much shorter time than I intended, as I did not wish to make any
unnecessary delay lest I might catch "the cholera" which is raging in Sacramento City, and on the road. There is reports of death by it within four miles
of Auburn and I have myself seen a man a dying of cholera at the .Miners
Hotel distant from Auburn twelve miles. Since \iV ednesday I have been
prospecting about, and endeavouring to select the most eligible spot to build
our winter cabin and to be near profitable ravines to mine.
I oth Sunday. On Monday last entered into partnership with Mr. Thos.
Bailie for the purpose of mining. Went out of Auburn about three and a half
miles west, and spent the week in building our cabin which we have in a forward state.
I 7th. Spent last week in finishing the fixtures of our cabin, and in prospecting. My partner has just returned from Auburn, where he had been sick
all week in his brothers'
24th. The Rainy Season has set in. It commenced raining on Tuesday.
Sunday December ISt. Last week has been generally wet and yet there
has not enough of rain fallen to cause the water to run in the ravines so that
the miners could commence washing.
I sth. The weather during the past two weeks has been very changeable,
and of a wintry character.
There is considerable excitement about "The Cholera" which has shown
itself in Ophir and its vicinity six or eight cases have already proved fatal.
29th. Christmas has passed without any occurrence worthy of note. But
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on last Friday, nothing less than an execution took place in Auburn. It happened that two men, an Englishman and a Scotchman had some triflng falling
out, when the former shot the latter dead. The murderer was immediately
arrested by the people, tried and executed. The whole affiar did not last much
more than an hour from the fatal shot was fired till the guilty man was hung.
During the last two weeks we have had summer vveather.
January 5th, r85I- Rain commenced today, to the great satisfaction of
the miners who had been so long idle for want of water.
r 2th. Working a little last week, not enough of water.
February 9th . Had to leave off working on our claims in consequence of
the scarcity of water. But we managed to work the best of them with such
accommodations as we had. vVe cleared about $140 each; after all expenses
were counted, though that is but small for a winter. I may state that it is my
belief that we succeeded better than two thirds of the miners all about.
I 6. Moved over to Auburn last week in order to avoid a contagious fever
that has broken out in the vicinity of our old camp.
23fd. Rainy weather, not doing anything at M.ining.
26th. Departed from Auburn- bound for the Rivers.
March znd. Came down on 'The Oregon Bar' on the North Fork of the
American River.
March I I th. Have been working last week on the river, and find that we
cannot average over four dollars a day.
March I 8th. Raining and has been so far the last few days, the mountain
ridges around us are all covered with snow.
March 25th. Sunday-Very stormy weather.
April ISt. Sunday. Great quantities of rain have fallen during the past
week, in consequence of which the river is much swoolen and mining operations suspended.
April 8th. Clear ,md very warm weather.
April I 5th. Rainy weather, generally. My partner Mr. Price, sick the last
ten days.
April zznd. The Rains have cleared off again and very sultry weather
have taken their place. Mr. Price has again commenced work.
Aprilz 7th. High water in the River.
May I I th. The weather cool and pleasant with occasional showers. The
River falling fast.
May I 8th. The weather has been very cool last week, and today we have
heavy rain.
June I sth. Weather fine. Nothing remarkable.
June zznd. Have been making tolerably good wages the last fe-vv weeks.
Sixty five dollars last week, fifty the week previous, seventy five the week
before and one hundred the week before that, etc.
June 29th. I have been to "Murders' Bar" on the Middle Fork today. Min-
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ers are not making much there, more than here. There they are making more
expensive preparations to work the bed of the river; they are intending to
carry it (the river) in flumes, vvhich must cost much, owing to the inaccessability of the place. The weather is becoming oppressively hot for the miners
to work.
July 6th. Last Friday being "the fourth" several of the miners repaired to
Illinois Town to celebrate the day with becoming eclat. Some of them returned with lighter pockets and heavier heads than they started with. In this
vicinity the observances were remarkably dull.
August 3fd. The only thing that forces itself on our attentions is the almost intolerable heat of the weather, which renders manual labor tenfold
more laborious here than in any other clime in which it has been my fate to
toil. By constant hard work we have been able to average about fifty dollars
a week for the last three weeks. Our claims are about worked our. New ones
next week.
August 17th. vVorking on a new claim the last two weeks, and making
little or nothing.
September 7th . Had heavy rain the last few nights, in consequence of
which mining operations are much retarded. Many of the miners are leaving
for "The states."
September 2 ISt. We have only been able to take our $26.75 each, during
the past week. The mines on this River are so dug-our that the prospects for
the future are very impromising.
September 28th. Has been to "Yankee Jims" dry diggins today and find
that only two or three Cos. are doing anything in that neighbourhood.
October 5th. 1 have been over to the Murders' Bar today. Prospects
equally as dull there as here.
October 2 I St. Have left the River, and am about opening a store in Auburn in partnership with a young man named Thos. McCormack. We have
purchased a suitable house today for the sum of $ soo,oo.
October 3 1st. Been to Sac. City today and bought a wagon and team henceforth I shall make but very few entries in this old JournalApril 5th 1852. Have been storekeeping since the first of this year, and
cannot flatter myself on my success. - - [End of Robert Gordon's Journal]
(To be concluded )
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COUNT LEONETTO CIPRIANI
California and the O verland DiaTies of Count L eonetto Cipriani, FTom 1853 thTough
187 1.' Containing the account of his Cattle Drive from Missouri to California in
1853; a visit with Brigham Young in the Mormon settlement of Salt Lake City;
the assembling of his elegant prefabricated home in Belmont, the first of consequence on the San Francisco peninsula, later to become the Ralston Mansion .
Translated and edited by Ernest Falbo. (Portland, Oregon : D esigned and Printed
by Lawton Kennedy for the Champoeg Press, 1962. 148 pp. Frontispiece, notes,
index. $ IO.oo.)

The American \iV est and California during the Gold Rush left much to be
desired, measured by what we are pleased to refer to as civilization, the arts,
and the life of the mind; certainly , matter prevailed over mind, material needs
over higher culture. But there was one great advantage: there was enormous
diversity and variety in that society. All kinds of people decided that they
were not doing anything of consequence where they were, and started for
California. A generation later and they had become homogenized, they
formed Pioneer Societies and kept minutes of the meetings in which they told
each other stories of the experiences they had in common; they had stimulated
each other and lengthened their understanding of the human condition by
the unlikeness of their origins and lives before they came to California. One
whose pre-Californian (and post-Californian) life had little in common with
most of the Americans was Count Leonetto Cipriani, and we have here the
first English translation of the California portion of the memoirs of this Corsican nobleman, an intimate of Louis Napoleon and a fighter in the early battles of the effort to unify Italy, the Risorgimento. He had a rather elevated
opinion of himself - "where I am concerned, will power can always overcome any obstacles" -and a low one of Americans, and it is valuable to have
this un-American view of the subject and period, including the overland cattle
drive, the inevitable discussion with the Ivlormons on their peculiar arrangements, and reflections on business in California during the frontier period.
The book is designed and printed by Lawton Kennedy, which is to say it is
G.W.P.
beautifully done.
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JOHN DOBLE'S JOURNAL
For more than a dozen years during the middle of the Nineteenth Century
the Sierra Nevada became a mammoth stage upon ·w hich was played one of
the most fantastic dramas of mankind. Troupe after troupe made their entrance, changed the scenery, acted their parts, and passed into oblivion. Today, a century later, we scan the records to determine what they did, what
they thought, and -vvhat effect it all had on the settlement of the vVest. The
approach is elaborately portrayed, the return is often carefully explained,
but the great moment at ElDorado, the day-by-day account of their adventure is generally obscure.
John Doble's Journal and Letters from the 1Vlines, painstakingly edited by
Charles L. Camp, stands out as one of those super diaries which covers the
years from I 8 5 I to I 8 54· The files of the Volcano Ledger authentically report the years I854 to I859· Finally, the correspondence of the bachelor justice of the peace and the Eastern girl of his dreams completes the volume.
Printed by Lawton Kennedy and for sale by your dealer or Old vVest
Publishing Company, Denver, Colorado. $22.50 per copy, plus sales tax.
EXCERPTS FROM JOHN DOBLE'S JOURNAL

Stockton in z852
"We landed at Stockton about nine of the clock (I had traded my cloth coat
for a watch at the City so I had the time) & put up at the Galt House which
is a Large New House just started .... Stockton is built on a Neck of land
formed by a bayou running into the San Joaquin at the head of tidewater and
the \iVharf is on the Bayou as the River
seems to be a flourishing town
Bank is not so good a landing after Breakfast we looked round Town a
little thinking if we could find a house suitable to start a Cigar & Tobacco
Store but not finding any that suited us we concluded to let it go and I shouldered my carpet sack & started for the Mines- -"

Justice in the Mining Camp
" [April 7, I 8 52] I was not verry well so I staid at home ... vVhile sitting in
the tent a Man who was passing came in reach of the Dogs rope & he bit him
slightly on the arm he was verry angry his tent being close by he soon returned with a pistol & before I was aware of it shot the dog in his barrel which
was at the tent door. I sprang up & went to him with my pistol in my hand
but found I was too late to save the Dog as he was already killed ... I ... went
to the Mans tent ... & asked him for damage but he wanted Damage for the
bite which was a blue mark on one of [his] arms ... about one inch long &
not deep enough to bleed so I proposed to him to leave it to two men which
he agreed to We then went to Angiers & he chose Harris & I chose Rainy
both Miners & after hearing the case from us they decided that I should have
$4o.oo Damage which he immediately paid .. ."
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Jackson Vigilante: June 2-3, 1852
[Two gamblers, Moore and Thompson, are fighting. A bullet from the former's gun mortally wounds a by-stander. Moore has been placed in the log
calaboose.]
"Just as I got there (Vigilante Committee Room) the door opened & The
Committee about 8o in number issued therefrom in double file & took the
course for the jail. (The door was broken open and) before them stood Terrified & trembling with a revolver in one hand & a Bowie knife in the other a
Young IVIan of 20 years or thereabouts rather tall & good looking ... he made
no resistance ... & was led to the Committee Room ... just before day [The
Committee] had got through the evidence & speeches ·when a Vote was taken
whether it should be Return him to the Civil Authorities or Hang him ...
a Majority were in favor of returning him so they took him back to the jail &
put him in shutting the doors but the fastenings being all broken ... [the
prisoner] walked out & got upon a horse his Friends prepared for him and
rode off unmolested."
R.R.s.

AN APPRECIATION FROM THE London Times
An outstanding and comprehensive article on Book Production appears in
the April 26, 1963 issue of the Literary Supplement of The London Times.
It is with no small degree of pride that the Editor announces a signal tribute
to the Printer and Designer of The Pacific Historian.
Under some eleven subtitles such as "New \iVays vvith Type," "Books for
the Mass Market," "Does the Customer Notice," "French New Look,"
"\Vest Germany Today," and "Some Commonwealth Symptoms," is given
a complete section on "Publishing in the United States."
This writer observes that "Even 5 or 10 years ago, most articles about
American book production began with the paperbacks. Now a more alluring
topic is the merging or creation of great publishing combines." They produce
(to use a trade term) "a sort of non-book which resembles blown-up, hardbound issues of the National Geographic, A111eTican Heritage, Horizon, or
Life."
Finally, the writer observes: "There are a few publishers left in America
who can boast an easily identifiable house style .... The best work, though,
comes from a few small houses which rely more upon craftsmanship than
upon speed, upon thought more than formula. Amongst these are the Spiral
Press and Clarke and vVay in New York, the Plantin Press of Mr. and Mrs.
Saul Marks, in Los Angeles, the Grabhorn Press, in San Francisco, and the
R.R.S.
press of Mr. Lawton Kennedy, also of San Francisco."
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THE ]EDEDIAH SMITH SociETY
HoNORARY LIFE MEMBERs
CARL IRVING WHEAT
CHARLES L. CAMP
DALE LowELL MoRGAN

New iVlembers
Laura Gardin Fraser, Westport, Connecticut
H . C. Harrington, 'Nasco
Mrs. Beulah E. Linnell, Hay w ard
Miss Vicki Hunter, Stockton
Lodi Academy, Lodi
vVilliam Lawrence Shaw, Sacramento
Alson J. Smith, Canaan, Connecticut
Stanislaus State College Library , Turlock
Justin G. Turner, Los Angeles

In ~rmortam
Miss Claire Hanley, Jacksonville, Oregon
Arthur Samuel Tay lor, Ashland, Oregon

Continued from page 1 1 5
The historian, in seeking the connection between historical events, must
be guided by that which is unique to his own discipline. And what is unique
is concrete, individual, yet interrelated men. So far as history is concerned
with uniquely human events, the connections which are of essential importance for the historian are the connections which grow out of our essential
humanity. And what is this? It is man, reflecting in his life the consequences
of his decisions. It is man in his concrete involvement in events responding
freely to that which is of value to him. Historical events are finally bound
together by the human quest for meaning, significance, and value. Human
freedom expressing itself in human decisions concerning what is valuable
for man provides the connection between historical events. It is what makes
these events to be historical events, as opposed to merely natural events. It is
man responding to the values of his environment, seeking goals, discerning
purposes, and living with hopes.
Here is where history achieves its essence. Simple description of who went
where and when and how and the consequences of such acts is not fully
historical. It becomes fully historical when it lays open for our understanding
the inner life of men, the character of their response, the quality of their
lives, the aims ·which they imposed on nature and on their fellow men as the
product of their wills.
History is not just the study of the past. It is the linking of the past to that
which is uniquely expressive of the life of man. The historian is not writing
history proper until he is able to discern the past in the light of the competing
claims made upon men and to connect human events in the light of human
decision and response.

CONTEMPORARY BIOGRAPHY
GEORGE

P.

HAMMOND

by Dale L. Morgan
George P . Hammond is familiar to the wide community of scholarship as
the most eminent living student of the Spanish Southwest, author and editor
of innumerable books and monographs relating to the early history of Mexico, New Mexico, Arizona, Texas, and California. Thousands who have met
him in person know him also as Director of the Bancroft Library and Professor of History at the University of California, one of the most willing and
most public-spirited laborers in the great vineyard of history. How much
he has given of himself, how creatively he has vvrought, will become apparent as time lends perspective to his work
Tall, thin, blue-eyed, his scant fair hair now grayed, charged with intellectual curiosity and nervous energy, and possessed of a quick smile and a warming enthusiasm for people and ideas, George Hammond is at home in many
languages, including Spanish and French, Danish and Norwegian, Swedish
and German. He comes naturally by this linguistic virtuosity, for he grew
up in a family where E nglish and Danish were spoken interchangeably. His
father, Niels Peter Jensen Baumann, first saw the light of day in Denmark
December 2 I, I 86 5. After finishing his army service as a young man of 24, he
voyaged to Nevv York, where he had two uncles in the produce business.
Late in I 89 2, he returned to Denmark to claim Christiane Svendsen as his
bride. Following their marriage, which occurred February I4, 1893, he
brought her to New York. N. P. J. (he used the initials, and soon followed the
example of his uncles in anglicizing his name from Baumann to Hammond)
was a farmer at heart, and having friends in lVlinnesota, he journeyed on to
Hutchinson. There, as the second son in a family of three boys and four girls,
George Peter Hammond was born on September I 9, I 896.
The Hammonds did not remain long in Minnesota. Even before George's
birth, friends taken with "homestead fever" persuaded N. P. J. to go with
them to \ iVard County, North Dakota, where all staked out claims. George's
earliest memories are of the flat lands in the vicinity of Kenmare. There much
of his boyhood was spent, for he was thirteen years old when the family
moved to California.
That move was made because N. P. J. had been told he would not survive
another Dakota winter; he had contracted typhoid fever while serving in the
Danish army, and was never robust afterward. Because he had friends near
Fresno, in October, I909, he bought raw land at Caruthers, and with his
young sons began the labor of building another farm. The age of specialization in California had not yet dawned, so ten acres were planted with alfalfa,
ten with peach trees, and the remaining twenty given over to vines. All the
family rose early and worked late. Yet the education of the Hammond children was paramount. Caruthers boasted a one-teacher elementary school,
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but ·w hen George reached high school age he had to go each day to Easton,
eight miles distant.
At Easton High George was fortunate in coming upon a principal, Mervyn F . Thompson, who was a natural-born teacher, with endless patience for
anyone with stars in his eyes. Men like Thompson live for students who devour every printed page they can get their hands on, and it was he who set
George's feet upon the path he has trod, inspiring his initial interest in history, and ·w orking out his entire college schedule before George presented
himself as a freshman at Berkeley in the fall of I 9 I 6. *
At the University of California George majored in history, at first under
Henry J\ilorse Stephens, and after Stephens' death, under Herbert E. Bolton.
For a time contemporary history in the shape of \iV odd \ iV ar I promised to
take charge of his life; George tried unsuccessfully to enlist in the Air Corps,
and was drafted by the United States Army. But the date set for induction
was November I I, I 9 I 8, and aside from marching in Fresno with some thousands of others, George's military career ended that very day. He graduated
with his class at U. C. in I 9 2o, and went on immediately to win his A.i\11. degree, conferred in May, I 92 I. The thesis he submitted was "German Interest
in California Before I85o."
Soon after attaining his A .M., on August 3, I 92 I, George married Carrie
Nelson, whom he had first met in the Lutheran church at Easton, and who
like himself was a graduate of Easton High. Also of Danish ancestry, brownhaired and brown-eyed, ·w ith limitless good nature and a wry sense of humor,
she was a native of Utah, having been born at Ogden, where her father at the
time was a railroad man. Soon after their marriage, early in September, I92 I,
George and his bride were visited in Berkeley by his parents and sisters. Almost immediately after returning home, N. P. ] . was taken ill-having again
contracted typhoid fever, it was thought-and quickly died. Christiane survived into her ninetieth year, dying at Fresno in I96o.
The acquisition of the Bancroft Library in I 90 5, followed by the recruitment of Herbert E. Bolton in I 9 I I as a member of the History Department,
had served to orient the University of California very strongly in the direction of the Spanish roots of American history, and George looked to this cultural heritage for his Ph.D. thesis. He was attracted by the singular mystery
attending the inception of Santa Fe, no one being sure just when the city was
founded, or by whom, and it occurred to him that he might investigate the
life and time of Don Juan de Ofiate, the colonizer of New IVlexico. But almost
equally appealing -vvas that commanding figure in the maritime history of
California, Sebastian Vizcaino. Finally George made up his mind for Ofiate.
The choice was fortunate, for despite much combing of archives little more
*Mervyn Thompson was present when, on April3o, 1963, George acted as master of
ceremonies at a reunion of the first thirty classes of Easton High School; then in his
eighties, he looked you ng and hale, but he died of a stroke a few weeks later.
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is known of Vizcaino today than in I 9 2 2, whereas the pursuit of Ofiate in the
Spanish archives opened up a whole new world to scholarship, incidentally
establishing George P. Hammond in his life work.
Some years earlier, the Native Sons of the Golden \Nest had set up a program to enable promising young graduate students at the University of California to pursue researches in foreign archives. \Nhen such a fellowship was
offered him in the summer of I922, George seized upon the opportunity and
with Carrie sailed for Spain. For a year he labored in the archives at Seville,
digging out the basic documents for his study of Onate. There, also, he became more intimately acquainted with that remarkable businessman-turnedscholar, Henry R . Wagner, who was himself prying out of the archives the
documents on which he based his subsequent bibliography, The Spanish
Southwest, and his work on Drake. As a student employee in the Bancroft
Library, George had met Wagner earlier, but not on quite the same terms.
He and Wagner became good friends, and remained so until the redoubtable
Henry died in I 9 57, well into his nineties.
George returned home to write his thesis and complete the requirements
for the Ph.D. degree, which the University of California conferred upon him
in the spring of I924. This was a homecoming all around, for in that fall of
I92 3, after a fourteen-year absence, George returned to North Dakota, having accepted an appointment as instructor in American history at the State
University. So it happened that his first publication appeared in the Quarterly
Joumal of that institution-a personal narrative even more interesting today
than when written, "Some Impressions of Spain." George's earliest published
book reviews appeared soon after. His eventual bibliographer will find in the
Southwestern Historical Quarterly for April, I924, a review of Charles W.
Hackett's Documents relating to New Mexico, Nueva Vizcaya, and Approaches Thereto, to 1773, and in the University of North Dakota Quarterly Journal for November, I 924, a review of Annie S. Peele's Industrial and
Commercial South America. It goes without saying that George still has both
books in his extensive personal library.
More significant than these incidental publications was his article, "The
Desertion of Onate's Colony from New lVIexico," printed in the Quarterly
Journal for January, I92 5, for this anticipated the appearance of the whole of
his thesis in the first six issues of the New Mexico Historical Review, I926I927. (The thesis was afterward, in I927, separately published by the Historical Society of New Mexico as George's first book, Don Juan de Ofiiate
and the Founding of New Mexico.)
Something else of high importance occurred at Grand Forks. Having become interested in a remarkable narrative written in Mexico in I 584 by Baltasar de Obregon, Cronica, c01nentario 6 relaciones de los descubrimientos
antiguos y modernos de Nueva Espafia y del Nuevo lvUxico, George resolved
to publish an English translation. Coming upon a difficult passage, he went
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around to the Spanish Department for help. The University's Spanish Department in that year consisted of one man, -vvho had been born in Pontevedra, Spain, on March 24, 1892, migrated to South America and the U.S.A.,
become a U.S. citizen and obtained his B.S. and A.J\11. degrees from the University of Michigan in 192 1-192 2. His name was Agapito Rey. As an assistant
professor, he had joined the North Dakota faculty at the same time as
George, and they taught there the same two years.
Hammond and Rey proved to be natural collaborators in the translation of
early Spanish documents, and the work they began in Grand Forks has profitably continued ever since, as their joint bibliography makes clear, though it
was to Indiana University that Rey moved in 192 5 and ever afterward remained, the two never permanently on the same campus again.
It was anomalous that one of the most promising young scholars in the field
of Southwestern history should be operating from a North Dakota base, and
the University of Arizona perceived the fact, offering George an appointment as assistant professor of history for the year 1925-1926, and promoting
him to associate professor the following year. George still remembers with
pleasure the two years at Tucson, but his professional horizons were now
rapidly expanding, and he was happy to accept an appointment to the faculty
of the University of Southern California in the fall of 192 7.
He remained eight years in Los Angeles, one of the most productive eras of
his life. During this time, in 19 33, he first visited J\ilexico on sabbatical leave,
spending a happy six months delving in the archives at Mexico City. And he
also fairly launched the impressive series of publications relating to Southwestern history with which his name will always be identified.
The springboard was Obregon's History of 16th Century Explorations in
Western A111erica, the joint work with Rey which was now completed. The
work was issued in 1928 by a small Los Angeles publisher; and as it happened,
the editors ended by paying most of the printer's bills themselves. Not at all
discouraged, they went ahead with plans to publish the Luxan narrative of
Antonio de Espejo's expedition to New Mexico in r582-r583. Frederick W.
Hodge at the Museum of the American Indian, Heye Foundation, in New
York, suggested that if the two young scholars were determined to print the
narrative, even at their own expense, they ought to enlarge their ideas, form a
society, and print a series on the Southwest which he was sure people would
buy.
Rey was in far-off Indiana, so George fell to ·work and wrote up a circular,
with Hodge's criticism and advice, announcing a publication program to be
carried out by The Quivira Society. At the last moment, it became clear that
there was a radical defect, in that the Society had no sponsors. Among others,
George talked with vVagner, now living in San Marino. vVagner thought the
matter over, then agreed with a laugh to be one of the sponsors, saying with
his characteristic frankness: "\iV ell, George, there is no harm in giving your-
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self a name, and publishing a book. If it works, good and well, if not, you can
write it off to experience." Other founders of The Quivira Society were
ArthurS. Aiton, Lansing B. Bloom, Herbert E. Bolton, Charles W. Hackett,
Edgar L. Hewett, F. vV. Hodge,]. Lloyd Mecham, A . B. Thomas, and of
course Hammond and Rey. George P. Hammond appeared as managing editor, with Bolton and Hodge as advisory editors. Thus, in I 929, appeared the
first volume of The Quivira Society, in an edition of 500 copies: Expedition
to New Mexico made by Antonio de Espejo, I582-I583. The book was very
vvell received, and in due course was followed by others, including a new edition of \iVagner's The Spanish Southwest. By I963 the Quivira Society had
issued no less than thirteen publications, all seen through the press by George
P. Hammond.
George was clearly a phenomenon, having imaginative range, great energy
and drive, and a facility for getting things done. The University of New
Mexico recruited him for its faculty in I 93 5, and for eleven years he remained in Albuquerque as professor of history and head of the department,
as well as dean of the Graduate School. From I935 to I938 he served also as
dean of the Upper Division in the College of Arts and Sciences. As though
these duties were not enough to keep him busy (and all this time he was publishing books and articles, to say nothing of helping Carrie raise their four
children, F ranees, Helen, Charles, and George), he acted as State Director
· for the New Mexico Historical Records Survey, \iV.P.A., I936-I939, and
during three summers was a visiting professor at various universities. He also
served as a member of the U.S. delegation to the 4th Assembly of the PanAmerican Institute of Geography and History at Caracas in I 946.
All these activities some day must be described in detail, but here we shall
concentrate upon another remarkable publishing enterprise. At the time
George came to the University of New Mexico, the State was beginning to
look ahead to the Coronado Cuarto Centennial, ·w hich would come in I940.
The university president, James F. Zimmerman, was a man of large vision,
who felt that some more lasting benefit should come to New JVIexico from
the Coronado celebration than the contemplated pageants, delightful as these
might be to watch. He solicited suggestions, and the one that most appealed
to him was George's proposal that a Coronado Historical Series be published
by the university press. That press had been in a broken-down condition
when George came to Albuquerque, but Zimmerman found money for new
type and equipment so as to justify printing the later Quivira books in Albuquerque, and the press was beginning to reflect credit on the State and its
University.
Again, the story must some day be told in fuller detail, but in May, I940,
the University of New Mexico Press had ready Hammond and Rey's N arratives of the CoTonado Expedition, first of tvvelve contemplated for a permanent memorial to the Cuarto Centennial, all to reflect in one way or another
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New Mexico's majestic Spanish heritage. Some of the authors who originally
agreed to contribute to the series died before they could deliver their manuscripts, and various changes had to be made along the way-the usual effect
being that George had to assume added burdens. Individual volumes have
kept on appearing over the years, and the eleventh will soon be published,
George's own, The Rediscovery of New Mexico, with Agapito Rey, once
more.
The years in Albuquerque were happy ones, though the work load was
heavy. But in I 946 George was offered the directorship of the Bancroft Library, and a concurrent appointment in the History Department at the University of California. The challenge and the opportunities of such an appointment he could not resist, and he returned to Californnia to take up permanent residence in Berkeley.
George had been preceded in administering the Bancroft Library by Frederick J. T eggart (whose title technically was curator), Herbert E . Bolton,
and Herbert I. Priestley. The Library had had a semi-independent character
over the years, but in a general reorganization of the University Library in
I 945, Bancroft was made a principal division of the IVlain Library, to function within a defined collecting field. The University had taken pride in the
Bancroft Library as one of its adornments, and a continuing attraction to
graduate students and other scholars, but on the whole it had not found it
possible to support the Bancroft Library in a program of active growth. The
staff was small, acquisition funds minimal, and quarters inadequate.
All this has been radically changed in the seventeen years George has
served as Bancroft's director, and in the last year before his retirement he can
contemplate the restoration of the Bancroft Library to the first rank among
America's great research institutions. Better, if still cramped, quarters have
been found; immense backloads in cataloguing have been effectually attacked; a manuscripts department has been brought into existence; the staff
has been greatly enlarged; a sympathetic University administration has consistently made available funds that have enabled Bancroft to bid in the
great Americana auctions and to purchase the vital rarities that turn up from
time to time; and a Friends' organization has been brought into being to champion the interests of the Library and aid in its growth. The story is much too
complex to tell in a few words, but one day George P. Hammond's vital contributions to the Bancroft Library, and thereby to world scholarship, will be
fully appreciated.
As in the past, his activities as Director of the Bancroft Library have been
only one aspect of the whole man. He has taught courses in history during all
his years since returning to his alma mater; he has served at the same time innumerable institutions and organizations concerned with the history and culture of California and the \Vest, among them the Friends of the Bancroft
Library, California Historical Society, Book Club of California, Roxburghe

THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN

Club, and national, state, and local historical associations. He has addressed
historical and library groups the length and breadth of California, and a good
many farther removed, all the while moving a continuous flow of books into
print. (Especially notable among these is The Larkin Papers, of which the
tenth and concluding volume "Vvill soon appear.)
The University of New j\,'fexico summoned George back to Albuquerque
in June, 1954, to confer upon him the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws.
The University's citation spoke for all of us, if not saying all that might have
been said·:
"For eleven years a teacher and administrator in this University; devoted
scholar who for more than a quarter-century has labored arduously in the
collection and preservation of historical records relating to Western America; editor of the Quivira Society Publications and the Coronado Cuarto Centennial series which have brought him honor and esteem in this country and
abroad; enthusiastic historian of the Spanish Southwest, whose writings will
have permanent value for all who seek to know and understand the cultural
heritage of New Mexico and neighboring areas; prominent bibliophile and
kindly gentleman .... "
This conferral of honors will continue, if George be granted a few more
years despite the several lifetimes he has compressed into one man's lifespan,
for we are still harvesting on every hand the fruits of his labors.

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF SOURCES RELATING
TO JEDEDIAH STRONG SMITH
By DoN M. and DoRIS H. CHAsE*
PREFACE
Jedediah Smith was little more than a legend which could be safely ignored
until Hiram Chittendon published his monumental Hist017 of th e Am,erican
Fur Trade of the Far liVest in I9o2. The next milestone in advancing knowledge of Smith was the publication in I9I8 of Dale's The Ashley-Smith
Explorations and the Discovery of a Central Route to the Pacific, presenting
much material found in Kansas and St. Louis repositories, and the journal of
Harrison Rogers.
Dale's work did much to establish facts, events, dates and places, and raised
Smith from obscurity to some eminence. In the next few years a burst of
interest led to a good deal of publication. In I 9 26 the Historical Society of
Southern California brought out a bibliography of sources relating to Jedediah Smith, combining work done by A. S. Nasatir, 1\tliss Charlotte M.
Brown, Miss Edith Burns, and others.
But the publication by Maurice Sullivan in I934 of the journals of Jedediah
Smith, then newly discovered, rendered obsolete and inadequate if not erroneous much which had been assumed to be valid. Since that date a great
deal more has been published, chiefly secondary in nature, but some having
primary importance.
The rising interest in Jedediah Smith has been marked by the accumulation at the University of Pacific, Stockton, California, and in the Bancroft
Library, University of California at Berkeley, California, of a considerable
amount of manuscript and other important materials relating to Smith. The
Jedediah Smith Society, founded under the auspices of the California History
Foundation at the University of Pacific, authorized the present work, desiring to make available a guide to Smith materials for anyone wishing to do
research in the field.
Needless to say we are greatly indebted to the previous work published
by the Historical Society of Southern California, and the scholars who prepared the bibliography published in I 926. YVe are also indebted to Mr. Dale
Morgan of the Bancroft Library, at the University of California, and to Mr.
Reginald Stuart, Director of the California History Foundation at the University of Pacific.
This bibliography makes no claim to be exhaustive, but it is hoped that it
\vill be helpful, and that insofar as is possible_enough guidance is given to
enable a person who does not have the resources to travel across the country
to examine documents, to know where copies of reprints are available in
"Authors, H e Opened the Ul"est - ]edediah S111ith and They Pushed Back t!Je Fm·est.
Don is the minister, Methodist Church, Jackson, Calif. Doris is a public school teacher.
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books which may be found closer at hand. \iVarnings are sometimes given
that references once considered reliable may now be considered deficient in
some particulars, in view of more adequate knowledge now available.
N OTE TO THE READER
We have used a few abbreviations:
Bancroft
Signifies the Bancroft Library at the University of California, Berkeley, California.
Calif. Hist. Fdn. Signifies California History Foundation at the University of Pacific,
Stockton, California.
ed.
Editor or edition, as the sense requires.
ibid
In the same place, referring to a book or a series.
The same, usually meaning a writer cited next above.
idem
Signifies Jedediah Strong Smith.
rptd.
References scattered through the work cited.
JSS
Reprinted.
passim

A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF SOURCES RELATING TO
JEDEDIAH STRONG SMITH
MANUSCRIPT SOURCES
ARCHIVES OF CALIFORNIA
JV!anusc?·ipts in Bancroft Library, Univen ity of California, Be1·keley
DEPARTMENTAL RECORDS
Volume V Letten:
EcHEANDIA to Comandante de San Francisco. Monterey, May r8, r82 7·
Orders Martinez not to rely on reports of Indians; dispatch scouts to ascertain
identity of strangers and their business; demand their passports and detain them
until further orders (p. 45).
EcHEANDIA to Rocka. Monterey, May r8, r827.
Institute proceedings against Juan \N ilson, and take deposition of Daniel Ferguson in order to find out aims of strangers (p. 45).
EcHEANDIA to Martinez. Monterey, May 23, 1827.
Smith's actions suspicious, must leave at once, come to San Jose and enjoy California hospitality under surveillance until Government decides concerning his
case, or sail on first vessel that will carry him beyond latitude 42 degrees (p. 48).
EcHEANDIA to Comandante de San Francisco. Monterey, August 3, 1827.
Thinks Americans have continued their journey beyond San Jose, but if they have
not, they are to be brought to San Jose, where they are to be stripped of the.ir
arms and kept near the mission until further orders. If they have gone, ascertam
in which direction (p. 73).
EcHEANDIA to Comandantes de San Diego, Santa Barbara y San Francisco.
Monterey , September 14, 1827.
Orders comandantes to carefully search Smith party and detain them wherever
they are found (p. 88).
EcHEANDIA to Arguello. Monterey , September 14, 183 7·
Received Gil Breth 's (Galbraith ) declaration, w hich he will remit to Santa Bar-
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bara. Question "sick man" with able interpreter ... if possible send him to San
Diego. On same date orders Comandantes of Santa Barbara and San Diego to
detain him until further orders ( p. 89).
EcHEANDIA to Comandante de San Francisco. JVlonterey, October I, I827.
Has received attestations relating to Smith and is remitting them. Sends a party to
S. F. bringing the I 2 Americans who they say are on the other side of river ( p. 94).
Idem to idem. Monterey, October 16, 1827.
Order permitting the American to seek his companions and bring them to San
Jose. They are to be well treated; must deposit their arms in safety in order not to
cause trouble (p. 102).
Idem to idem. November I\', 182 7·
Grants Smith's party an escort of 10 men to go only as far as a point little beyond
Mission San Francisco Solano. Americans are traveling north. Smith 's hides and
other things kept "en deposito," to be returned later (p. 107).
Idem to idem. Monterey, November 28, I8 27.
Orders comandante to attempt to combine expedition against "Gentiles de Santa
Clara" with the escort accorded Smith (p. I I 5).
Idem to idem. Monterey, D ecember I, I827.
If Smith agrees, will allow Brest (Galbraith) to remain in California on condition
he (Brest), goes to Monterey or San Ga briel (p. I I 5).
Vol ume VI, 178:
EcHEANDIA (?) to comandante de San Francisco. February I, I 828.
re abuses committed by Smith.
·
Volume VI!:
EcHEANDIAto Ministro de Relaciones. San Diego, June 25, I828.
Concerns rumors that U. S. vvill take San Francisco, caused by Smith's return to
California (p. 25).
EcHEAN mA to Comandante de Monterey. Tvlay 6, I 829.
Cooper, bondsman for Smith, ordered to pay $176 due government by Smith
(p. I48).
D EPARTMENTAL STATE PAPERS
Volume II, Letters:
SMITH, J. S. to Duran, May I9, I82 7·
Discusses motives for his arrival. Printed in Randolph's Oration, Frignet, Cronise,
Dale, Guinn, Thompson and ' Nest's Histm·y of Nevada, Cal. Hist. So c. Quarterly,
Vol. 2, pp. 344-349, Morgan, etc.
DANA, vVM. G., WM. H. CuNNINGHAM , ' "'M. H ENDERSON.
Statement by Wm. G. Dana, vVm. H. Cunningham, Wm. Henderson, Diego
Scott, Thomas l\11. Robbins, and Thomas Shaw, San Diego, D ecember 20, I826,
attesting Smith's good character and good faith, and motives relative to his coming to California. Printed in Dale, Cronise, Guinn, and in Thompson and vVest's
Histo1·y of Nevada.
ARGUELLO to Comandante accidental [sic] del presidio de San Diego San Gabriel, February 30 [sic] I827. Reports Smith's arrival in California. Information re Smith
and his companions; where they could be found; report of Smith's guides and
route (pp. 33. 34).
ARGUELLO to Echeandia. San Gabriel, February 8, I827.
A companion of Smith presents himself for investigation. Couldn't get information as he did not understand Spanish. vVrote to Alcalde of Los Angeles to send a
good interpreter (p. 34).
Idem to idem . Same date.
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Investigation concerning Capt. Smith and his companions (pp. 35-37).
GALBRAITH, T. to (?). October 8, 182 7.
Asks permission to remain or rejoin Smith, about whom information is given.
(pp. 39-40).
ARGUELLO to Echeandia. San Francisco, November 18, 1827.
Arrival of frigate Franklin with Smith aboard ( p. 45). Copy in Calif. Hist. F dn.
Volume XIX (Naturalization), pp. z6-17
March 27, 1829, Angeles [sic] before Guillermo Cota.
Galbraith under oath declares he is "Americana, protestante, soltero, y de 34
anos de edad."
STATE pAPERS, SACRAMENTO
Volume XIX. pp. 37-38
EcHEANDIA to Minister of War ( 1). San Diego, December 30, 1826.
Reports interrogation of Smith by Echeandia, states he is enclosing Smith's diary
and itinerary.
ARCHIVO DEL ARCHOBISPADO DE SAN FRANCISCO
Manuscripts in Bancroft Library, University of California, Be1·keley

Volume III, pp. zzs-zz6, Decem ber 9, z8z6
FRA. JosE: MARIA ZALVIDEA to Governor Sola.
Opposes report that white men have r eached the Colorado River.
Volume V, Part z
DuRAN to Comandante Martinez. San Jose, May 16, 1827.
Neophites induced to run away by Americans (pp. 27-28).
MARTINEZ to Echeandia. San Jose, May 21, 182 7.
Americans had nothing to do with flight of neophites. Smith's letter to Duran
recorded and transmitted. Wilson a prisoner at Monterey, etc. (pp. 28-33).
AsHLEY: LETTERS AND BusiNESS AccouNTs
AsHLEY, W. H., Letter to Gen. Henry Atkinson. St. Louis, December 1, 1825. Manuscript in Mo. Hist. Soc., St. Louis. Printed in Dale, Asbley-Smitb Explorations,
PP· I 1]-161.
Deals mostly with expedition of Ashley down the Green River in 1825, but
recounts also wanderings of Smith in 1824 and 1825 on the Snake and north to
Clark's Fork of the Columbia.
AsHLEY, WILLIAM H., Journals of William H. Ashley. Missouri Historical Society, St.
Louis, Missouri. Ashley, employer of JSS in Rocky Mountain Fur Co. and later
partner of JSS. Published in Mo. Hist. Review, Vol. 51, Nos. 1, 2 and 3· See also
Morgan, and Frost among Secondary sources. Manuscripts in Mo. Hist. Society.
AsHLEY, WM. H. Letter to Thos. Hart Benton. December 28, 1828. Manuscript in Mo.
Hist. Society, St. Louis.
BJORGEs, J. Recuerdos sobre la historia de California. (Manuscripts in Bancroft Library ,
University of California, Berkeley, 12-14). Reference to a campaign on the Stanislaus against the Indians. Meeting party of Americans (presumably Smith party).
EBBERTs, G. W., Trapper's Life, 1829-39. Manuscript in Bancroft, Ebberts was a member of Smith's company and gives reminiscences of Smith, including the struggle
with the bear. Memory not always accurate.
. .
EvANs, E., History of Oregon. Manuscript in Bancroft, pp. 197-201. Much of thts ts
embodied in a composite work pub. as History of Pacific North West, Portland,
!889.
HooD, W. "Original Draft of a Practicable Route for Wheeled Vehicles Across the
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Mountains." Independence, Mo., August 12, I839· Manuscript in Mo. Hist. Soc.,
St. Louis.
HuDsoN's BAY Co. ARCHIVES, London. Letters, journals and reports bearing on Jedediah
Smith activities.
McLouGHLIN, JoHN, Letters and reports; originals in Archives. Printed in several
volumes by Hudson's Bay Record Society.
Idem, Letters of John McLoughlin to JSS and to Alex. McLeod, December 26,
I828, regarding the Umpqua massacre and efforts to retrieve Smith's property. Also printed in Morgan, pp. 275-2 76. Copy in Calif. Hist. Fdn.
Idem. McLoughlin, John to JSS, December 29, I828, discussing the purchase of
Smith's furs. Copy Calif. Hist. Fdn.
Idem, March I, I829, Report to Hudson's Bay Co. at London regarding JSS. Copy
at Calif. Hist. Fdn.
(Idem, Private Papers; see McLoughlin below.)
McLEoD, ALEXANDER, Journals I826-I827, I82 7-I828. Originals in Archives. Also
printed in abridged form in Ore. Hist. Quart., Volumes X and XI. Photostat
of portion of journals in Calif. Hist. Fdn.
KEARNEY, S. W., Journals, I8zo, I824, I825. Manuscripts in Mo. Hist. Soc., St. Louis.
KENNERLY, J., Diary, I824-I825. Manuscripts in Mo. Hist. Soc., St. Louis.
McLouGHLIN, JoH N, Private Papers. Manuscript in Bancroft. Dr. McLoughlin tells of
Smith's coming into Snake River country in I824-25 and into California in I826.
PARKMAN, SAMUEL, to PETER SMITH, A Letter from Mexico, I83 I. Photostat Calif. Hist.
Fdn.
(SMITH, BENJAMIN GREENE PADDOCK) A brief undated sketch of Benjamin Greene
Paddock Smith. Handwritten, seven pages. Calif. Hist. Fdn. This is a relative of
JSS, but it contains no discussion of JSS.
SMITH, JEDEDIAH STRONG. Journals of ]edediah Strong Smith. The original are unknown,
but complete transcript was made in I83I at Smith's request by his friend, Samuel
Parkman. This Transcript Journal was secured from members of the Smith family, purchased by Senator Clinton Anderson, and presented by him to the Friends
of the Middle Borde1· at Dakota Wesleyan College at Pierre, S.D. A photostatic
copy is in Calif. Hist. Fdn. A typewritten copy is at the same place. A microfilm
copy is at Bancroft. It was printed in Sullivan's Travels of ] edediah Smith.
SMITH, J. S. Family records of birth and deaths in the family Bible of Jedediah Smith,
Sr. Typewritt~n copy at Calif. Hist. Fdn. In June, I9JI, the Bible was in possession of Mrs. C. F. Calhoun, 48 I 3 Third A venue, Los Angeles.
SMITH, J. S., BEATTIE, GEO. W., "Some Notes on Ancestry of Jedediah Strong Smith"
in Annual Publications of Hist. Soc. of So. Calif., I926, pp. 3 I I-3 I4.
THE JEDEDIAH S. SMITH MANUSCRIPT CoLLECTION AT BANCROFT LIBRARY
SMITH, JEDEDIAH S. Bancroft P-W 40. One volume (photocopy of transcript journal of
JSS). 25 items of correspondence and other items.
'
SMITH, JEDEDIAH S., SR. Bancroft P-W 41. An account book, 1827-I834, with later
entries. A family record. A photocopy of the will of Jabin Strong. Autograph
note re the deaths of JSS and others of his children.
SMITH, RALPH. Bancroft P-W 42. Originals and photographs of papers of the elder
brother of JSS. 3 I items.
SMITH, EzRA DELos. Bancroft P-W 43· Papers primarily relating to researches in history
of the family of JSS. 120 items and I I4 exposures on film.
SMITH, PETER. Bancroft P-W 44· Correspondence and papers of younger brother of
JSS. I 69 items.
SMITH, IRA G. Bancroft P-W 45· Papers of this you nger brother of JSS. 38 items.
SMITH-JoNEs FAMILY PAPERS. Bancroft P-W 46. Papers relating to the family of Sally
Smith Jones, sister of JSS. 128 items.
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(SMITH FAMILY). Bancroft P-W 47· Family record showing birth of JSS recorded.
U.S. WAR DEPARTMENT SELECTED MANUSCRIPTs RELATING TO THE FuR TRADE. Bancroft
P-W 5. Documents filmed in National Archives. I 5 I exposures on film, include
several from General Wm. Clark, and from vVm. H. Ashley, and others: relating
to the Arikara attack, and the Santa Fe trade. Useful only on these points.
LETTERS AND iVIANUSCRIPTS BY }EDEDIAH S. SMITH, oR BY MEMBERS oF Hrs FAMILY,
OR BY FRIENDS, WRITTEN TO HIM oR TO MEMBERS OF His FAMILY
SMITH, }EDEDIAH, to U.S. Plenipotentiary at Mexico City, from San Diego, December
I6, I826, original in the Joel Poinsett Papers, Gilpin Collection, Hist. Soc. of
Penna. Printed in Morgan's appendix.
SMITH, }EDEDIAH S. to Harrison Rogers, from San Diego, December I6, r826, giving
Rogers some instructions as he waited return of JSS at San Gabriel. Hist. Soc. of
Penna.
SMITH, J. S. to Father Duran at Mission San Jose, May I9, I827. Written from the Sierra
foothills. Archivo del Archobispada de San Francisco, Bancroft Library, Vol. V,
Part r, pp: 28-33. Printed in Morgan, page 333, in Cronise, Natural Wealth of
California, and in numerous other places. (See Departmental State Papers, Vol.
II above).
SMITH, J. S. Letter to Wm. Clark, Little Lake of Bear River, July 12, I827. Manuscript
in Supt. of Indian Affairs, Letter Book, in Kansas State Hist. Soc., Topeka.
Printed variously, including Dale, r86-I93 and Publ. of Hist. Soc. of So. Calif., .
Vol. IX, 200-203, and in Calif. Hist. Soc. Quarterly, Vol. 2, 233-236. (Photostat
in Calif. Hist. Fdn.) Also printed in Morgan. This is an important source, since it
embodies Smith's report to Gen. Wm. Clark on his first expedition to California.
SIMONs, S. A. to Peter Smith, Ashtabula, Ohio, November 22, 1829, Kansas State Hist.
Soc. Printed in Morgan, pp. 349-350. Copy in Calif. Hist. Fdn.
SMITH, J. S. to his parents, Wind River, December 24, I829. Typewritten copy in the
Kansas State Hist. Soc. Original in possession of Friends of the Middle Border,
Pierre, S.D. Photostat copy Calif. Hist. Fdn.
SMITH, J. S. to his brother Ralph, Wind River, East side of Rocky lVIountains, December 24, 1829, Kansas State Hist. Soc.; Morgan, pp. 351-354. Photostat copy Calif.
Hist. Fdn. Printed also in Annual Pubs. Hist. Soc. of So. Calif., I926, pp. 304-308.
SMITH, JAcKsoN and SuBLETTE. "A brief sketch of Accidents, Misfortunes and Depredations committed by Indians against the firm of Smith, Jackson and Sublette,
Indian traders on the east and west side of the Rocky Mountains since July r,
1826, to the present, I829." lVIanuscript in Kansas State Hist. Soc., Topeka.
SivriTH, JAcKSON and SuBLETTE. Brief sketch of their troubles with Indians, etc. Addressed to General 'Villiam Clark, December 24, I829. Kansas State Hist. Soc.
Letterbooks of Supt. of Indian Affairs at St. Louis, Vol. VI, pp. 49-5 r. Reprinted
by Morgan. A copy also is in Nat!. Archives, Office of Indian Affairs.
SMITH, }EDEDIAH, SR., to Peter Smith, February r6, r83o, Kansas State Hist. Soc.; Morgan, p. 355· Copy in Calif. Hist. Fdn.
SMITH, J. S. to Ralph Smith, Blue River, September ro, r83o. Kansas State Hist. Soc.
Photostat at Calif. Hist. Fdn. Morgan, pp. 355-356. Also, Annual Pub!. Hist. Soc.
of So. Calif., 1926, pp. 3o8-3o9.
SMITH, JAcKsoN and SuBLETTE, Supplementary Statements concerning their fur business losses to Indians, and loss of life by other causes, to General Clark. Clark's
report on the fur trade, r83o; published in nnd Congress rst Session. Senate Doc.
90 (Serial2r3), p. 7· Printed by Morgan, pp. 342-343.
SMITH, J. S., to Hugh Campbell, St. Louis, November 24, 1830. Owned by Mr. C. Corwith Wagner of St. Louis. Morgan, pp. 357-358.
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SMITH, J. S., to Ralph Smith, St. Louis, January 26, I83 1. Kansas State Hist. Soc.; photostat Calif. Hist. Fdn. Morgan, pp. 358-360.
SMITH, J. S. to Ralph Smith, St. Louis, February 28, I 83 I. Kansas State Hist. Soc. Photostat Calif. Hist. Fdn. M,organ, pp. 36I-362.
SMITH, J. S., to A. W. Doniphan, Big Blue, May 4, I83 1. Copy is found on the flyleaf of
the Transcript Journal of JSS, FTiends of the Middle Border, Pierre, S. D. Morgan, p. 362.
SMITH, AusTIN to Jedediah Smith, Sr., Walnut Creek, September 24, I831. Kansas
State Hist. Soc. Photostat at Calif. Hist. Fnd.; Morgan, pp. 362-363. Recounts
the death of JSS.
SMITH, AusTIN, to Ira Smith, Walnut Creek, September 24, I 831. Archivo Historico de
la Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores in Mexico City. Morgan, pp. 363-364Photostat in Calif. Hist. Fdn.
SIMONS, SoLOMON A., to Ralph Smith, October 23, I83 I; original in possession of the
late E. D. Smith. Printed in Sullivan, Travels of ]edediah Smitb, p. I56, and in
Morgan, pp. 365-366.
(SMITH, JEDEDIAH S.) SMITH, iVlRs. PETER. Brief account of the career of JSS by the
widow of JSS's brother Peter. In the papers of Walter Bacon, Los Angeles. Typewritten copy in Calif. Hist. Fdn.
SMITH, JEDEDIAH S. Will of JSS witnessed by J. J. Warner and by Samuel Parkman.
This was a new will drawn because the executor of his earlier will, Robert Campbell, was ill in Scotland. General Wm. Ashley was named executor. This will is in
St. Louis Probate Court records, File 930. A photostat is in Calif. Hist. Fdn. It is
printed in Sullivan: Travels, pp. I 57-I 58.
PROBATE CouRT, ST. Lams, Mo., File 930. Will of JSS. Inventory of effects and estate
of JSS. Various orders of Probate Court. Photostats in Calif. Hist. F dn.
(SMITH, JEDEDIAH S.) Clifton, Mrs. Rowena, to E . D. Smith from Washington, Iowa,
February 9, 1907. Relative to Smith's revolvers and to members of his family.
Typewritten copy in Calif. Hist. Fdn.
(SMITH, JEDEDIAH S.) Smith, E. D., letters to 1\tlrs. Sara Eliza Spearman summarizing
Smith family letters of about I83o, and relative thereto. These letters are in the
Calif. Hist. Fdn.
Meade, Kans., to Springfield, Nebr., February I4, I907.
Ibid, August 27, 1907.
Ibid, September r6, 1907.
Ibid, September 25, I907.
(SMITH, JEDEDIAH S.) Smith, E. D., Meade, Kans., to Mr. Doane Robinson, Pierre, S.D.,
October 26, 1909. Discusses JSS's personal appearance. Typed copy in Calif. Hist.
Fdn.
SMITH, E. D., to Evelyn F. (Mrs. Walter R.) Bacon. Letters from Meade, Kans., discussing with his cousin the Smith family and JSS in particular. E. D. Smith
gathered material for a life of JSS, which was made available to Sullivan. These
letters, originals or copies, are in Calif. Hist. Fdn. There are forty letters dating
from January 4, 1907, to November r, 1915.
SMITH, JEDEDIAH S., Bondurant, Mrs. Albert, Hillsboro, Ill., July 3, 1931, to Maurice
Sullivan, discussing family of JSS, of which family she is a member. Calif. Hist.
Fdn.
SMITH, JEDEDIAH S. Baker, Helene L., Alton, Ill., to Maurice Sullivan, April 5, I9J2·
Discussing family tradition regarding JSS; Calif. Hist. Fdn.
IBm. No date. Tells Sullivan of the picture of JSS.
SMITH, JEDEDIAH S., Kelly, Chas., Salt Lake City, Utah, various dates, to Maurice Sullivan, discussing route of JSS through Utah. (Cf. Kelly's writings on this subject
earlier.) Calif. Hist. Fdn.
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September II, I933·
September 2I, I933·
October 4, I933·

October I I, I933·
October 3I, I933·
December 9, I933·

December 25, I933·
(SMITH, JEDEDIAH S.) Sullivan, Maurice, Redlands, Calif., to Francis Farquhar, January
I8, I934, relative to JSS's route across the Sierras. Photostat of letter in Calif.
Hist. Fdn.
Idem to idem, October 27, I934·
(SMITH, JEDEDIAH S.) Sullivan, 1\IIaurice, and Harrington, M. R., curator of the Southwest Museum, Los Angeles, Calif., correspondence regarding JSS route to Calif.
Harrington to Sullivan, June IS, I933 ·
Sullivan to Harrington, June 26, I933·
Harrington to Sullivan, June 28, I933·
Copies of Sullivan's letter; original of Harrington's: Calif. Hist. Fdn.
(SMITH FAMILY) Carelton, G. S., Vancouver, 'iVash. (apparently I933), to Maurice
Sullivan, discussing Jedediah Smith, Sr., and his family.
Idem, I933, Discussion of Smith Family. Both letters, Calif. Hist. Fdn.
(SMITH FAMILY) D alton, 'iVilson Strader, Los Angeles, Calif., May 4, I933, to lVIaurice
Sullivan. 'iVriter, great-nephew of JSS, discusses family identities. Calif. Hist. Fdn.
(SMITH, JEDEDIAH and FAMILY) Etter, KateS., Eagle Pass, Texas, January 3, I933, to
Maurice Sullivan, great niece of JSS discusses JSS and the family. The letter and
the ones listed next below, Calif. Hist. Fdn.
Ibid, MarchIO, I93J.
Ibid, March 25, I933·
Ibid, March I9, I93J.
Ibid, March 29, I933·
(SMITH, JEDEDIAH S.) Pipes, Nellie B., Portland, Ore., June I9, I934, to Maurice Sullivan, discussing Smith's route through Oregon; Calif. Hist. Fdn.
(SMITH, PETER) Smith, Evelyn F. (Mrs. Walter Bacon). Sketch of life of Peter Smith,
brother of JSS. Handwritten. Calif. Hist. Fdn. vVriter is daughter of Peter Smith.
ST. Louis, MissouRI, FuR CoMPANY REcORDS
ManuscTipts in MissouTi HistoTical Society, St. Louis
SuBLETTE, vVILLIAM, MILTON and ANDREW. Sublette Papers. (Manuscripts in Mo. Hist.
Soc., St. Louis.) Contains much correspondence pertaining to the business of
Smith, Jackson and Sublette and to Smith's estate.
SuPT. oF INDIAN AFFAIRS. Letter Book, I83o-I8J2. (Manuscript in Kansas State Hist.
Soc., Topeka).
VALLEJO, M. G. Documentos para la historia de California. Manuscripts at Bancroft.
Vol. XXIX. Bond signed for JSS by J. B. R. Cooper, November I2, I826. Gives
characterization and motives of JSS. Smith's acknowledgment and signature,
p. I7I. (This is not the same as in Dale, p. 235.)
Idem, p. I73· Passport granted JSS by Echeanidia on Cooper's recommendation.
KENNEDY, J. LENOX (U.S. Consul at Mazatlan, lVIexico). Letter, June 26, I828,
thanking Cooper for his services on Smith's behalf, p. 250.
VASQUEZ, Loms and BENITO. Vasquez Papers. Mo. Hist. Soc., St. Louis. Vasquez was an
employee of Ashley and of Smith, Jackson and Sublette; later was a member of
the Rocky Mountain Fur Company.
vVARNER, J. J. "Reminiscences of Early California from I83 I to I846." Annual Publications of the Hist. Soc. of So. Calif., I907-I9o8, p. I77.
Idem. Reminiscences-Statements by Warner. In Bancroft.
Idem. Statement by " ' arner, Los Angeles, lVIarch 4, I888, as to early trapping
parties in Calif.; discusses JSS. vVarner was ·w ith JSS on Santa Fe trip, but
is in error by one year as to the date of JSS's explorations in California.
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Original Huntington Library, San Marino, Calif. Photostat Calif. Hist. Fdn.
WILLIAMS, 'NILSON. Contract of 'Nilson vVilliams with JSS to work for JSS in the
Santa Fe trade for a term of six months at$ 13 per month. (Manuscript in Archives
of City of Mexico, Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, Sierie Segundo, Caja,
r83o-1834·) Cited by Bolton's Guide to Archives of Mexico, p. 260, and by Morgan, p. 434, who possesses a photostat of it.
PRINTED SOURCES-PRIMARY
AsHLEY, W. H. Letter to Major Benjamin O'Fallon, June 4, 1823, in American State
Papers, Military Affairs, pp. 586-587. A lso in Robinson, D. (ed.), "Official Correspondence of he Leavenworth Expedition into South Dakota in 1823" in South
Dakota Historical Collections (1902), Vol. I, pp. r82-185. Also in Frost, General
Ashley, pp. 75-77. This is a report of the Arikara attack on the Ashley men.
AsHLEY, W. H. Letter written on board keey boat Ro cky Mountains, June 7, 1823.
Describes the battle at the Arikara villages; Frost, GeneTal Ashley, pp. 71-74.
AsHLEY, W. H. Letter to Col. Leavenworth, June 4, 1823, in Senate Executive Documents, 18th Congress, 1st Sess., Vol. I, Doc. r; extract printed in Dale, pp. 75-76.
Reports sending of a messenger (JSS) to Henry .
AsHLEY, W. H. Letter to Benjamin O'Fallon, dated Fort Brasseaux, July 19, 1823. In
Senate Executive Documents, r8th Congress, rst Sess., Vol. I, Doc. 1. Also in Robinson, op. cit. South Dakota HistoTical Collections, Vol. I, p. r88. Notes arrival
of Major Henry to join Ashley at mouth of Cheyenne River.
AsHLEY, W. H. Letter to Thomas Hart Benton, St. Louis, November 12, 1827, in the
American State Paper, Foreign Relations, Vol. VI, p. 706. Printed also in Senate
Executive Documents, 2oth Congress, 2nd Sess., Vol. I, Doc. 67. Describes region
and operations of the Rocky Mountain Fur Co. and the dangers and profits of the
business. Mentions relations of Smith and PeterS. Ogden at Flathead Post, !824AsHLEY, W. H. Letter to Gen. A. Macomb, Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the
U.S., dated ' iVashington City, March 1829. In Senate Executive Documents, 2 rst
Congress, 2nd Sess., Doc. 39, pp. 1-7.
ATKINsoN, H. Letter to Major General Gaines, St. Louis, August 15, 1823. In Senate
Executive Documents, r8th Congress, 1st Sess., Vol. I, Doc. 1. Also printed in
South Dakota Histo1·ical Collections, Vol. I, p. 187. Deals with return of Smith
bringing Henry to aid of Ashley after the Arikara massacre.
ATKINSON, H. Letter to Major General Brown. In House Executive Documents, r8th
Congress, rst Sess., Vol. VI, Doc. 117.
CLYMAN, }AMES: Autobiography . Edited by Charles L. Camp( San Francisco, 1928).
Reprinted Champoeg Press, Portland, Ore., 1961. Clyman accompanied JSS in
Ashley's employ; supports JSS as discoverer of South Pass; other important data.
Cox, R. Adventures on the Columbia RiveT (N.Y., 18p), p. 333· "Extract of a letter"
dated July, 1829, makes brief note of the Umpqua massacre of Smith's men in 1828.
Rptd. Univ. of Okla. Press, 1957.
DALE, H. C. The Ashley-S111ith Explorations (Cleveland, 1918). This book gives the
soundest account available prior to the work of Maurice Sullivan and Dale Morgan. It prints for the first time the journals of Harrison Rogers, Smith's secondin-command on his California trips. Roger's journals and manuscript are in the
Mo. Hist. Soc.
CuNNINGHAM, CAPT. W. H. Extract from a letter of Cunningham, San Diego, December, 1826, printed in MissouTi Republican (Oct. 25, 1827); reprinted in Publ. of
Hist. Soc. of So. Calif. , Vol. IX, Part 3, p. 203. Deals with Smith's arrival in So.
Calif. and apparent plan to trap northward and return to the Rockies.
FoRSYTH, T. Extract of letter to Sec. of 'iVar, St. Louis, October 24, 1831, in Senate
Executive Documents, 22nd Congress, 1st Sess., Doc. 90, pp. 70-77.
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GoRDON, W. Report to Sec. of War, St. Louis, October 3, r83r. In Senate Executive
Documents, 22nd Congress, rst Sess., Doc. 90, pp. 26-30.
LEAVENWORTH, CoL. H. Letter to General Atkinson, August 30, r823. Leavenworth
commanded the expedition against the Arikaras; this is his account of the affair.
National lntelligencer (Oct. 6, r 82 3); Frost, General Ashley, pp. 93-96.
GREGG, ]. Commerce of the Prairies. In Thwaites, Early Western Travels, Vol. XIX,
pp. 235-239. A lso reprinted under original title, Univ. of Okla. Press, 1954. Story
of the Santa Fe trade of 1831 by one who met the party after the death of Smith.
McLouGHLIN, joHN. Letters of fohn McLoughlin. Published by Hudson's Bay Record
Society, London.
McLouGHLIN, DR. j oHN. "The McLoughlin Narrative," in Quarterly of Oregon Hist.
Soc., Vol. I (r9oo), p. 193. Addressed to the Hudson's Bay Company in vindication of his kindness to the Americans. Brief summary of Smith's activities.
McLouGHLIN, DR. JoHN. "The McLoughlin Document." In Oregon Pioneer Association
Transactions ( r88o ), pp. 47-48, 54· Quoted also in Marshall, W. 1., Acquisition of
Oregon. Addressed to Americans in vindication of his treatment of settlers. Gives
account of his dealings with Smith.
MrssouRr HrsTORICAL SociETY, Collection of newspaper excerpts, St. Louis, Missouri
Intelligencer (Mo., Hist. Soc., St. Louis), especially under these dates: March 25,
182 3, April r, 182 3, July r, r 82 3, July 8, 192 3, September 3, 9, 17, 23, r 82 3; November r8, r823, December 2, 9, r823; June r8, r825. Also Missozt1·i R epublican (same
repositary), especially October rr and 25, r827; April 13, r83o; October r8, r83o.
NrLES REGISTER, Vol. XXXIX, p. 229 (Dec. 9, r826). Brief account of Ashley expedition
to Salt Lake and east of travel, etc.
Vol. XXXI, p. r 73 (Nov. 6, r 830) mentions arrival in St. Louis of Smith and Jackson with two four-wheel wagons of fur and comments on Smith's western
explorations.
OGDEN, P. S. "Journal of Peter Skene Ogden, Snake Expedition," The Quarte1·ly of the
Oregon Historical So ciety, Vols. X and XI. Discusses profits made by Americans
in fur trading; mentions sale by Ashley to Smith, Jackson and Sublette. In Vol.
XI, p. 395, Ogden tells of seeing armed Indians in fall of r827, whom he believes
plundered the Smith party. This does not seem to make sense. Doubtless due to
his inaccurate understanding of the matter.
PILCHER,]. Report to Sec. of War, Lewis Cass, December r, r83 r. In Senate Executive
Documents, 22nd Congress, rst Sess., Vol. II, Doc. 90, pp. r r- r 8.
PILCHER,]. Letter to Sec. of War, John H. Eaton. In Senate Executive Documents, 2 rst
Congress, 2nd Sess., Doc. 39, pp. 7-2 r.
PILCHER, JosHUA. Apparently an open letter addressed to Col. Leavenworth severely
criticizing his conduct of the expedition against the Arikaras. St. Louis E 1zquirer
(Oct. r 8, r 82 3); Frost, General Ashley, pp. 98-108.
RoBINSON, D. (ed.). Official Correspondence of Leavenworth Exped., inS. D., r823.
In South Dakota Historical Collection ( r902), I, pp. r 79-2 59· Also Senate Executive Documents, r8th Congress, rst Sess., Vol. I, Doc. r, and the American State
Papers, Military Affairs, II, pp. 578-597.
RoGER, H. G. Journals of Harrison G. Rogers. In Dale, H. C., The Ashley-Smith
Explomtions, pp. 197-228, 237-271. Of value second only to the Smith Journal,
for California explorations. Reprinted Glendale, 1941.
RoGER, H. G. Journals of Harrison G. Rogers in Quest for Qual-la-wa-loo (S. F., 1943 ) .
Reprints Journal May ro, 1828 to July r 3, 1828.
ST. Lours BEACON, St. Louis, Missouri (Oct. 7, r83o). Reports arrival of Ashley-Smith
fur caravan from the mountains.
SMITH, ]ED. S. Letter to Father Duran, 1\llay 19, r827. In Dale, op. cit., p. 232 . Also in
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Pub/. of Hist. Soc. of So. Calif., Vol. III, pp. 48-49· Written to conciliate the
priests who feared the effect of Smith's party on the Indians. The letter gives
reasons for entry into California, the attempts to leave and the destination of the
party. Printed in Cronise, p. 44; and in Bancroft, History of California, Vol. III.
SMITH, jED. S. Letter to General Clark, dated Little Lake of Bear River, July I7, I827.
In Pubis. of Hist. Soc. of So. Calif., Vol. IX, Part III, pp. 202-203. Also in Dale,
op. cit., pp. I86-I94· Printed originally in Missou1·i Republican (Oct. II, I827).
This is Smith's own report of his first visit to California; important source.
SMITH, jED. S. Excursions a L'ouest des Montes Rocky. Extrait d'une lew·e de M. Jededia!J Smit!J, employe de Ia campagnie des Pelleteries, in Nouvelles Annates des
Voyages, XXXVII, pp. 208-2 I 2. A French translation of Smith letter to General
Clark, taken from the Missouri Republican.
SMITH, ] EDEDIAH, Journals of, printed in Sullivan, !Vlaurice: Travels of ]ededia!J Smit!J
(Santa Ana, I934).
SMITH, J. S, Jackson, D. E ., Sublette, Wm. Letter to Sec. of War, John H. Eaton, St.
Louis, October 29, I83o. In Senate Executive Documents, 21st Congress, 2nd Sess.,
Doc. 39, pp. 21 -23. Also in Quarterly of t!Je 01·egon Historical Society, Vol. IV,
pp. 395-398. Also in Alter,]. C., James Bridger, pp. I IO-I I 1. An account of the
business of the firm, number of men employed, territory covered, rival activities
of the British in Vancouver, and a detailed description of the wagon train to the
Rockies in I83o.
UNITED STATES. House Executive Documents, 25th Congress, 2nd Sess., Doc. 25 I' PP·
246-248. Letter to Juan De D. Canedo to Poinsett, August 8, I828, in protest
against the invasion by Smith to hunt otter. Reply of Poinsett, Mexico, August
20, I 828. Poinsett transmitted a letter of Smith's to explain his entrance into Mexican territory; stated that Smith complained of harsh treatment by government.
UNITED STATES. American State Paper, Indian Affairs, Vol. II, pp. 451-457. Information
on the Arikara attack on the Ashley expedition and attitude of western toward
fur traders. No direct mention of Smith.
\iVARNER, J.]. "Reminiscences of Early California from 1831 to 1846." Printed in Hist.
Soc. of So. Calif, publ., Vol. VII, pp. I76-I93· Contains account of Smith's trips to
California; of the treatment he received at Fort Vancouver and of the death of
Smith on Santa Fe trail. Warner was in Santa Fe party. Inaccurate dates given.
WYETH, N. J. Journal of First Journey. In Young, F. G., Sources of the History of
Oregon (Eugene, I899) Vol. I, p. I8I.
WYETH, N.J. Letter to Hall and Tucker and Williams. Dated Cambridge, November
8, 1833- In Young, op. cit., pp. 73-78.
\iVYETH, N. J., Letter to S. K. Livermore. Dated Cambridge, February q, I8p. In
Young, op. cit., pp. 38-39.
AsHLEY, vVILLIAM H., Diary of \iVm. H. Ashley, March 25-June 27, I825· In Missouri
Historical Society Bulletin, VoL XI, No. I 2 and 3, October, I954• and January
and April, I955i 84 pages incl. intra. by Dale Morgan. Original manuscript in Mo.
Hist. Soc. collection.
DEATH oF J. S. SMITH. Vandalia (Ill.) lntelligencer (Oct. 29, I83I). Reprints letter of
Austin Smith to Ira Smith, telling of the death of their brother, JSS.
NOTE: Many letters of Jedidiah Smith, noted primarily under manuscripts, could also
be listed here, having been printed. Please consult "Manuscripts."

SECONDARY SOURCES
Listed below are the printed materials which we consider secondary sources.
The attempt is not to be exhaustive since to do so would be to include thou-
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sands of newspaper and magazine references and other scant treatments in
books, in which the value would not be great for the serious reader. In many
instances below the value is not great, but it is realized that many persons
wishing to read in the field may not have ready access to a great library;
hence a wider range of materials may be usefully presented. However, we do
wish to point out what we consider the most valuable sources. The reader is
directed to find the following in their proper places in the following pages
for more information about them, but we consider them the most valuable
treatments of Jedediah Smith.
Sullivan, Travels of ] edediah Smith
Morgan,] edediah Smith and the Opening of the liVest
Dale, The Ashley-Smith Explorations and the Discovery of
a Centra~ Route to the Pacific, z822-z829
DeVoto, Across the Wide Missouri
In our partial evaluations, where we suggest that there are errors, we have
not always pointed out the errors and given corrections, but we have referred
the reader to better sources or given a warning. Obviously works written
before Sullivan brought out Smith's journals are all subject to be corrected
by consulting Sullivan or other ·writers since Sullivan. Morgan and DeVoto
are sound authorities. Dale's material is almost entirely sound, but on some
points must defer to later authorities. Naturally, we do not take responsibility
for the accuracy of writers, by reason of having pointed out a few pitfalls.
PRINTED SOURCES- SECONDARY
ALTER, J. C. James Bridger. Salt Lake City, I9Z 5, pp. I I, 38-39, 45, 77, 79, 93, ro6-I I I and
r I8. Gives fair coverage to career of JSS as messenger to Major Henry after the
Arikara attack; fur gathering in Snake and Green Rivers territory; California
trips and various experiences; the first wagon train, I83o; and his death.
American Heritage,
Vol. XIV, No.3, April, I963. "Carl Bodmer's Unspoiled West," water colors by
Bodmer, made in I833, while accompanying Prince Maximilian on his tour
of the west. Fine, realistic detail of Indians and scenes in the Missouri River
country. Bodmer's originals are now in Joslyn Art Museum, Omaha, Nebr.
Vol. XIV, No.4, June I963, pp. 6o ff. Stephen W. Sears, "Trail Blazer of the Far
West." Good summary account of JSS, with map.
ATHEARN, RoBERT G. High Country Empire. Ne•v York, I96o. Chapter on fur hunters;
brief mention of JSS.
BAcON, W . R. "Dilatory Settlement of California," in Pubis. of the Hist. Soc. of So .
Calif., Vol. V, p. I7. Refers to Randolph's lecture, I86o, on JSS; also letter by
Sprague to Randolph re JSS.
BANCROFT, H. H . History of A1·izona and New Mexico , zno-z888. San Francisco, I889,
p. 335· Short comment on JSS and note on his death.
BANCROFT, H. H. History of Califomia. San Francisco, I884-I890, Vol. II, PP· 551, 569,
6oo; Vol. III, pp. Ip-I6r. This is the best section for JSS in California, but Vol.
II tells of Smith's arrival in California and gives the letter to Father Duran. Vol.
IV, p. z6z, slight; Vol. V, p. 7z3, slight.
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BANCROFT, H. H ., History of Nevada, Col01·ado and ·wyoming, lf40-l888, San Francisco, I89o, pp. 38-39. Brief comment on achievements of JSS, discusses his route
to and from California in I826-27. Needs correction by more recent information.
BANCROFT, H . H. History of Utah, 1s40-1888, San Francisco, I 889, pp. 22-2 3· Very brief
treatment of I 826- I 82 7 California trip by JSS. Route discussion requires revision.
BARNES, V. and LESLEY, L. B. "Jedediah Strong Smith, Pathfinder of the Sierras," in the
Pomona College QuaTterly Magazine, June, I926, PP· I s6-I63; October, I926, PP·
25-31. Fair summary career of JSS, needs some correction from later knowledge.
BELL, J. C. Opening a Highway to the Pacific, New York, I92 I, pp. 53-60.
BILLINGTON, RAY ALLEN. Far JV"estem Frontier -l8JO-l86o, New York, I956. Chapter
on era of the Mountain Men.
BLACKMAR, F. vV. Spanish Institutions of the Southwest, Baltimore, I89I, P· 306. Very
brief treatment of California explorations of JSS.
BoLTON, H. E. and ADAM, E. D. Califo1'1zia Stor y, Boston, I922, pp. 86-93. A school history. Good popular discussion of JSS in Calif. and Ore., including Umpqua affair.
BREED, N.J. The Sto1·y of Jedediah Smith Who Blazed the Overland Trail to California,
reprint by Dept. of Education (of Calif.) from article in San Francisco Chronicle,
August 29, I926. Emphasizes JSS in California. Good.
BtwwN, MARK H . The Plainsmen of the Yellowstone, New York, I961. Surveys all the
explorations of Yellowstone region. Pp. 64-73 discusses Ashley, JSS and their
company and successors.
CALIFORNIA HisTORICAL SociETY Q uARTERLY,
Vol. 2, pp. 25-36. George C. Yount's interesting but inaccurate references to JSS.
Vol. 2, pp. 228-2 36, 344-349. Discussion of JSS's route across the Sierra to Great
Salt Lake. (Before publication of JSS's Journal by Sullivan in his Travels of
JSS; therefore, needs checking). Prints JSS letter to General Wm. Clark
from Bear Lake in 1827; also his letter to Father Duran.
Vol. 3, pp. 25-29. Further discussion JSS route across Nevada to Salt Lake, r827.
Vol. 4, pp. I04-14I, 272-283, 307-360. Journal of James Clyman, colleague of JSS.
Refer to Clyman below.
Vol. 5, pp. 44-84, 108-I 38, 25 5-282, 378-401. Journals of James Clyman, continued.
Vol. 6, pp. 58-68. Conclusion of Clyman Journals.
Vol. 28, pp. I I 7-I 24. Discussion by John Scaglione of Peter Skene Ogden's report
of his r829-I83o expedition.
CAMP, C. L. "Kit Carson in California." In Cal. Hist. Soc. Quarte1·ly, October, I922,
Vol. I, p. I r 8. Discusses JSS in relation to Ogden's California trip and subsequent
trapping in Calif. by Hudson's Bay men.
CAREY, C. H. History of Oregon, Chicago and Portland, I922, pp. 272, 286-291, p8.
Good account except where journals of JSS could clear up a few points. Career
of JSS with appropriate emphasis on Oregon. Later ed., I 93 5, same.
CARILLO, C. A . Exposicion sabre el Fonda Piadoso, Mexico, r83 1, p. 9· First book written by a California-born writer.
CHASE, DoN M. He Opened the JVest- Jedediah Smith, Crescent City, Calif., 1958.
Forty pages devoted to career of JSS; Indian recollections of the Smith party in
Del Norte County, Calif.; interpretation of Smith as probable cause of the St.
Louis mission of the Nez Perce Indians which resulted in Oregon settlement.
Prints portions of Journals of JSS and Harrison Rogers.
CHASE, DoRIS H. They Pushed Back the Forest, Sacramento, I959· Story of Del Norte
County, Calif., and JSS as first white American there.
CHITTENDEN, HIRAM M. Th e American Fur Trade of the Far J-Vest, New York, 1902,
I935; Stanford, Calif., 1954- Passim. See Index. lVIuch detail as to various aspects
of career of JSS is given.
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CLARKE, S. A. PioneeT Days of 0Tegon Histo1·y, Portland, I905, Vol. I, pp. 2I6-2I7.
Narrative of Dr. John McLoughlin; gives his account of the Umpqua disaster to
the Smith party and treatment of survivors by McLoughlin.
CLELAND, R.]. EaTly Sentiments foT the Annexation of CalifoTnia, Austin, Texas, I9I4,
pp. 9-I2 . Reprinted from Southwestem HistoTical QuaTterly, Vol. XVIII, Nos.
I, 2 and 3· Smith's activities in California briefly told.
CLELAND, R. G . HistoTy of CalifoTnia: the AmeTican Period, New York, I922, pp. 46-6o.
A lso consult Index. A good account of JSS in California, subject only to some
improvements which can be made by consulting later authorities. Discusses other
members of the Smith party as well as JSS.
CLELAND, RoBERT G . FTom vVildemess to Empire, New York, I944· 388 PP· Extensive
discussion of JSS.
CLELAND, RoBERT G . The PathfindeTs, San Francisco, I929. Twetny-five pages on JSS,
chiefly relating to California.
CLELAND, RoBERT G . This Reckless Breed of Men, New York, I950. Deals with the
Mountain Men. One chapter on JSS.
CLINE, GLORIA G. ExpiaTing the Great Basin, Norman, Okla., I963. Several chapters on
fur trappers and explorations; treats JSS.
.
CoMAN, K. C. Economic Beginnings of tbe FaT West, New York, I9I2, Vol. I, pp. 355362; Vol. II, pp. 8I, 82, I7I, 208-2II. Extensive account of career of JSS with
emphasis on the Northwest.
CoNFERENCE OF CALIFORNIA HisTORICAL SociETIES. Proceedings of Thi1·d Annual Meeting, 19)7, Stockton, Calif., I957· Allen Ottley's paper on "Pathfinder in the Wilderness" is an excellent brief account of JSS.
CoNNELLEY, vV. E. A Standard HistoTy of Kansas and Kansans, Chicago, I9I8, Vol. I,
pp. I I9-I 20; Vol. II, p. I49· Discusses Smith's route across Kansas and his death.
Brief report of career.
CouTANT, T. F. History of vflyoming, Laramie, I899. Vol. I, chaps. XI, XII, PP· I I9-I47·
Ashley's men in Wyoming and the mountains.
.
ClwNISE, T. F. Natural T-Vealth of CalifoTnia, San Francisco, 1868. Account of Smith m
California contains inaccuracies. Smith's letter to Duran and the American ship
captain's statement in Smith's behalf.
DALE, H. C. The Ashley-Smith Explorations and the Discovery of a Central Trade
Route to the Pacific, 1822-1829, Cleveland, I9I8. The most valuable work on
Ashley and Smith up to the publication of Sullivan's Travels of fedediah Smith,
and now ranking third behind Sullivan's work and Morgan's Jedediah Smith and
the Opening of the West. Presents the journals of Harrison Rogers.
DANA, j uLIAN. The SacTamento RiveT of Gold, New York, I939· Gives several pages
to Smith, but makes several important errors.
DEBow,]. D . B. The CommeTcial Review of th e South and West, New Orleans, I847,
Vol. IV, p. 553·
DEBow,]. D. B. DeBow's Review and IndustTial ResouTces, New Orleans, I854-I857,
Vol. III, p. 5 I 7 and following.
DELLEN13AUGH, F. s. BTeaking the vVildemess, New York and London, I905' PP· 2 p2J4, 250-252, 262,280. Brief treatment of Smith in California; the Umqua disaster.
DELLENBAUGH, F. S. FTemont and '49, New York and London, I9I4. Passim. See Index.
Scant mention of Smith in discussion of Fremont's explorations.
DELLENBAUGH, F. S. The Romance of the ColoTado River, New York and London, I9o2,
pp. 210-2 I r. Route of Smith's first trip to California described.
(To be concluded inN ovembeT issue)
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